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Next Week: 

* Insight into 
exciting products 
revealed at 
Computer Expo '92. 

* A look at 
Jordanian computer 
magazines. 


The biggest computer show in Jordan to date: 

Amman Computer Expo ‘92 


By ZeJd Nnsscr 

Special la ThoSt&r 

THE AMMAN. Computer Expo 
'92 opened its doors to the public 
Iasi Monday, under the patronage 
of HE Prime Minister Zeid Bin 
Shaker. Its venue is the Intern n- 
tionai Fair and it welcomes visi¬ 
tors until 9pm every evening till 
next Friday. 

The Expo has been organized 
by (lie Jordan Computer Society' 
(jCS) as an annual event bringing 
together all major computer com¬ 
panies in the same show room. 

Last year, visitors exceeded 
22,000 in four days. This year the 
show is twice as big, 2000 square 
meters, and should attract bigger 
numbers. The big advantage of 
this year's Expo is the relaxing 
space and the wide variety of 
products on show, thanks to the 
bigger number of companies. 

A shared complaint sounded by 
many concerned the location of 
the Expo. "It's just too far away 
from Amman,” commented a vis¬ 
itor upon arriving at the Interna¬ 
tional Fair in Marj Al-Hammam. 
Officials and employees at the 
stands also said that the distance 
visitors have to travel this year is 
a major factor for the disappoint¬ 
ing turn-up. . 

Still, the Expo hall was full on 
the first night. A number of semi¬ 
nars were given and ire still run¬ 
ning, so remember to attend a 
couple before the show ends, 
since there is something for eve¬ 
rybody. 

For bargains, attractive deals 
were everywhere, although users 
arc confused by the variety of 
PCs on offer and the difficulty of 
choice. 336'PCs are expected to 
lower in price anyway, so the 
Expo represents the beginning of 
this price-slashing craze. 

This year's Expo is marked by 
the presence of more consumer 
electronics, Satellite dishes and 
accompanying .receivers of ; all 
shapes ana sizes 1 were a major at¬ 
traction at the Unisat stand at¬ 
tracting many visitors by moni¬ 
tors showing all sorts ■ of 
' international channels. Anybody 
Who visited the Bxpo. rriust have 
enjoyed the MTV music channel, 
Which pumped music Inlq tfto 
.hall all day long. . 

. Ghazal Computers Electron¬ 
ics were also offering satellite 
- dishes among t^elr Lotus line'of 
computers, which Is assembled 
locally among a long list of com- 



Mtnister Al-Kabariil opens the Expo Sunday 


putcr software which probably in¬ 
cludes the biggest games library 
in townl 

The Ideal Systems stand strikes 
you as being very nicely built, 
with red bars following the idea 
of- independent booths for busi¬ 
ness, publishing, education, mul¬ 
ti-media and others. The whole 
Macintosh range was on show, 
with friendly officials offering 
demonstrations to the public. 

The Multi-Media booth was 
running the King's return celebra¬ 
tions in the form of a multi-media 
production set to music in ports 


Al-Raed Al-Arabi s stand was 
eye-catching, built like a castle 
with the impressive sight of 16 
monitors stacked side by side, all 
connected to the same computer 
in the multi-media booths show¬ 
ing the full Leo PC range. 

The Jordan Computer Center 
set up an equally impressive 
stand, showing off the full rangd. 
of its Sakhr products from^Al- 
Alamiah and a very interesting 
notebook computer with a remov¬ 
able LCD screen called the 
“Cruiser!.: Sakhr's Arabization for 
Windows had a strong presence 
andl. the. multi-media booth was 
running' a strong presentation of 
frame-capturing software from 
video tapes using a video card. 1 

The four. Jordanian companieit 
representing IBM had strategical^ 
ly positioned stands at the Expo, 
with: Gulf. .Business Machines 
(GBM) lejpresenliong the IB M re¬ 
gional office; Computer & felecr 
ironies Bureau (CEB), displayed 
ihclr Ri&c 6000 and' Oracle hard¬ 
ware which have botH done very 


well during the last year. Sedco 
were showing a new line of ter¬ 
minals which they are going to 
Arabize. General Computer & 
Electronics (GCE) were showing 
their Tatung PCs, Brother prim¬ 
ers and their IBM PS/2, spread 
on a double stand at the entrance. 
Special Systems Co. (SSC) of¬ 
fered attractive .bargains on their 
Acer PCs with Acer chip-up tech¬ 
nology and an interesting IBM 
PS/2 notebook. 

Microsoft products were on 
show at the Specialized Techni¬ 
cal Services (STS) stand with 
Microsoft Windows 3.1 with Ar¬ 
abic support packages, posters, 
T-shirts and much more. The Ar¬ 
abic Windows 3.1 poster was all 
over the Bxpo, which illustrates 
the importance of the product. 

Mr Charles Allen, General 
Manager of Microsoft Middle 
Cast, made a special visit to the 
stand and gave a seminar on the 
product.The massive MIPS and a 
variety of supplies at the STS 
. stand were also on show. 

At the Jordan Data Systems 
stand the whole Compaq line of 
computers was' on show includ¬ 
ing the new Prolinea and Desk- 
Pro lines and Hyundai PCs, but 
the Centura line was nowhere to 
be seen since it had all'sold out! 

Sinam Computer & Electronics. 
revealed some very interesting 
medical equipment including a 

baby breathing monitor ana a 
. monitor for anaesthesia and crilL 
• cal care. Al-Ghanem 'Computer 
Systems &. Solutions showed 
, their Gateway 2000 PC, one Of: 
4 lhe most talked frbout American* 
made PCs op the' market and On 
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GBM's voyage of 
discovery 

GULF BUSINESS Machines is giving its major customers the 
opportunity to make a Voyage of discovery 1 through the world of 
information technology in Bahrain in November. 

For three days, directors and senior managers of client organi¬ 
zations will hear senior international executives of IBM and 
guest speakers developing the theme 'Navigating to Excellence 
— A GBM Partnership for Growth*. 

The conference at the Regency Inter-Continental Hotel will be 
opened by HE Yousuf Ahmed Al-Shirawi, minister of develop¬ 
ment and industry and acting minister of slate for cabinet affairs. 
Delegates from all over the Gulf Stales will be attending at the 
personal invitation of GBM general manager Mustafa Rugibani. 

"The objective of this conference," says Mr Rugibani, "is to in¬ 
crease the mutual awareness, for GBM and its customers, of the 
opportunities to apply information technology in the pursuit of 
business excellence." 

Following the opening ceremony (The Launching 1 ) on 2 No¬ 
vember by the minister and a keynote address by Mr Rugibani, 
delegates will receive an overview of the trends in information 
technology and the leadership role of IBM from Mr Lucio Stan¬ 
ce, president of IBM Southern Europe, Middle East and Africa. 

During the first day's sessions — The Voyage' — five IBM 
experts from the UK and other European centers will explore the 
value of main frame computing in the 1990s, its infrastructure 
within the enterprise, the strategic role of UN1X/AIX for GBM, 
(he banking and insurance industries and their past, prcscnL and 
future. 

The day will conclude with an address The Many Faces of Oil' 
by Sir John Cadogan, FRS, director of research at British Petro¬ 
leum. 

The second day — New Horizons' — discusses new and fu¬ 
ture developments in equipment and applications, 'Arabic solu¬ 
tions', , business computing into the next century, plant comput¬ 
ing, education, oil and putting IT to work most effectively. 
Along with side IBM speakers there will be a guest address by 
Professor Lester Kcrshcnbnum of Imperial College, London. 

'New Horizons' will appropriately conclude with an address on 
research by Dr Parveen Chaudhari of the IBM Thomas J Watson 
Research Center, formerly Vice-President, Science, IBM. 

The third morning's speakers, exploring The Way Ahead', will 
be discussing die revolution in computer networking and open 
systems, and considering the new issues for international net¬ 
work security which 'openness* brings in its wake. 

Finally, as the 'voyage' roaches its conclusion, Colin Brook of 
the IBM consultancy organization *Busincss Transformation' will 
reveal how strategic applications and planning for success will 
bring the enterprise into 'safe harbor'. 

Navigating to Excellence' is the first information technology 
conference on such a scale organized by the private sector in 
Bahrain. It is a demonstration of GBM's commitment to support 
the government in developing Bahrain as a special "center of ex¬ 
cellence" for information technology in the Gulf. ■ 


interesting MicroTek scanner for 
the Macintosh. 

• The Autographies stand was 
showing its Document Archiving 
System, Geographic Information 
System and a brealhtakingly 
large scale scanner called the 
'FMS-AC', which is part of the 
Engineering Document Manage¬ 
ment System, It can scan an El- 
size CAD drawing in 129 sec¬ 
onds! 

The special section dedicated 
to creative people in the comput¬ 
er field was interesting, but not 
well positioned since it whs way 
at the back of the hall. The prod¬ 
ucts, however, were remarkable. 
Mr Adeeb Al-Rantawi showed a 
bi-lingual environment and editor 
working under Nafitha called 
'ATE', offering mouse control on 
Nafitha, the ability to process 
read-only files and containing 
most of the commands used on 
WordStar 2000. 

, The program takes up 114KB 
at most and is written in the Pas-' 
cal language. Mr Al-Sharcef also 


showed a programming language 
Called 'CHR', which stands for 
Character. It is written in Pascal 
and is specially developed to help 
users who have Hercules cards. 
This language enables the user lo 
draw and design screens to w 
used with programs, adding an 
artistic touch. , 

A welcome surprise at.w 
show was the return of Middle 
Eastern Computing magazine 
(MEC) after a year's absence- 
This lime it is bi-lingual in «°f- 


covers 

w va ' 

of in-. i 

leresting topics for JD1. ■ 

All in all, the Expo has sne* 
ceeded in bringing all those intej* 
ested and Involved In the comput¬ 
er sector together, and represents 
another .'important- computer 
event for the Jordanian computer 
user. Pay it a visit If you havenI; 
already, you won't regret it. P- 
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...What do Jordanians 
make of it ? 
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BCCI's Jordan 
creditors to appeal 
court ruling 

■ Jordanian depositors immedi¬ 
ately rejected a Luxembourg 
court decision Thursday which 
approved a Si.7 billion compen¬ 
sation plan worked out by BCCI's 
liquidators and the Abu Dhabi 
majority shareholders. Sawi Al 
Shaab newspaper reported Friday 
dial Jordanian depositors sent a 
cable to Mrs Maryse Welter, the 
principal judge in the three- 
person tribunal, in which they ex¬ 


pressed their disappointment with 
the decision and promised to ap¬ 
peal. Lawyers for the depositors’ 
organization in London also an¬ 
nounced their rejection of the 
plan and their intention to appeal 
the court's ruling. 

Jordanian depositors claim 
more than S100 million in funds 
deposited at BCCI in London and 
other European branches before it 
was closed by the Bank of Eng¬ 
land two years ago. 

Mrs Welter was quoted by the 
Financial Times as saying that 
creditors who objected to the 
plan had not come up with a 
credible alternative. She added 


that separate legal action against 
Abu Dhabi would be "long and 
costly" and the result uncertain. 

The ruling authorizes the liqui¬ 
dators to sign the $1.7 billion 
"contribution agreement" with 
Abu Dhabi and the "pooling 
agreement", which would pool 
the proceeds from liquidation of 
BCCI’s various operations. The 
deal has been sanctioned by Brit¬ 
ish and Cayman Islands courts. 
Most Jordanian depositors, who 
received ballot forms from the 
liquidators, objected to the deal. 
The ballot is said to have re¬ 
ceived the backing of 90 percent 
of creditors who voted. This his 


been a deciding factor in the 
court's decision to approve the 
package. 

One of ihe Luxembourg liqui¬ 
dators announced that an appeal 
would delay payments to credi¬ 
tors for months. 

Creditors opposing the scheme 
said (he Luxembourg court 
should have taken into considera¬ 
tion the damning US report on 
the bank's collapse by Senator 
John Kerry and the UK report 
published last week by Lord Jus¬ 
tice Bingham. 

The Bingham report, commis¬ 
sioned jointly by the Bank of 
England and the British govern¬ 
ment, censured the Bank of Eng¬ 
land for failing to take appropri¬ 
ate action on receipt of a scries of 
warnings over many years that 
fraud was taking place at BCCI. 
The report was also critical of 
Price Waterhouse, BCCI’s audi¬ 
tor, and the government of Abu 
Dhabi for not passing informa¬ 
tion on the scale of the BCCI 
fraud. 

The compensation plan will al¬ 
low the liquidators to recover a 
dividend of 30 to 40 percent for 
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creditors. But die operation may 
take up to four years. Liquidators 
expect the first payment to be 
made in the middle of ncxi year 
Further payments would be made 
each time a further 5 per cent div¬ 
idend was realized from the liqui¬ 
dation. 

Mango defends 
court's handling of 
the Nafeer case 

■ While defendants in the Shab - 
ab Al Nafeer Al Islami group 
await the resumption of their-trial 
at the State Security Court, the 
military attorney general, Major- 
General Mohammad Mango, and 
the so-called national and popular 
groups criticizing the court's pro- 
cccdmgs, appeared to be heading 
for a showdown. Gen. Mango re¬ 
futed claims made in a statement 
released earlier in the week by 
parliamentarians and political ac¬ 
tivists, which criticized - the 
court's handling of the case in¬ 
volving two Lower House depu¬ 
ties, and appeared to cost doubt 
on the constitutionality of the 
court itself. 

In a hastily-arranged press 
meeting, Gen. Mango accused 
defense lawyers for defendants 
Laith Shbeilat and Sheikh Ya- 
coub Qarrash, who withdrew 
from the case in protest, of trying 
to politicize the case. He defend¬ 
ed the court's handling of die case 
and the trial proceedings so far, 
including the disputed issue of 
the Syrian witness who appeared 
in a secret session to testify 
against Mr Shbeilat (see The Star 
22 October). 

Gen. Mango challenged critics 
to cite a "single violation of the 
law in the prosecution's or the 
court's handling of the case." He 
refuted claims made in the state¬ 
ment regarding the constitutional¬ 
ity of the State Security Court 
and the legality of the court's pro¬ 
ceedings. He said he had sent of¬ 
ficers to the press conference, 
which was held on Saturday by 
parliamentarians, lawyers and po¬ 
litical activists, who "had record-: 
ed everything." The activists peti¬ 
tioned His Majesty the King to 
intervene and terminate the tnal. • 
Mr Shbeilat and Sheikh Qar-: 
rash are reportedly still on a hun¬ 
ger strike. The Medical Associa¬ 
tion has sent representatives to 
examine die two men and said 
they were "weak, but in a medi¬ 
um physical condition." f. 
Meanwhile, the State Security 
Court convened Sunday and re*, 
celved evidence presented by the 
prosecutor general. The court re¬ 
jected a demand by Mr Shbeilats 
appointed lawyer to recall the > 
. Syrian witness for questioning, 


chance on an earlier. occasion- 
Both Mr Shbeilat and .Sheikh 
Qarrash refused to present their 
own testimony. The.. court ad¬ 
journed until Saturday When the 
prosecution is expected to rest. 

Continued on page 3 
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Editor's note: With less than 
a week remaining for the US 
presidential elections, Jordani¬ 
ans have been making their 
own predictions for the out¬ 
come. Most Jordanians realize 
that the fate of the one-year-old 
Middle East peace process, put 
together by the now belea¬ 
guered Bush Administration, is 
at stake. For the Arabs, the 
choice is between the "experi¬ 
enced" and tried President 
Bush, and the seemingly pro- 
Israel Governor Clinton. The 
Star staff talked to a number of 
Jordanian — and foreign — 
personalities about their own 
reading of the presidential race 
and the prospects for the peace 
process. Excerpts follow: 

Mr Mahmoud El-Sherif, 
Minister of Information 

• If Bush is re-elected I don't 
think things will change as far as 
the peace process is concerned. 
Fears begin to mount if Mr Clin¬ 
ton is elected, but it is difficult to 
Bay how his election will affect 
the peace process at this stage. 
Mr Clinton has little experience 
in foreign* policy, while (the 
Democratic Party) has vowed to 
move the US embassy to Jerusa¬ 
lem. This is a bad omen, but it 
could also be just another cam¬ 
paign promise, He may change 
nismind once he is in office. 

On the other hand, the peace 
process has generated so much of 
its own dynamism that it is diffi¬ 
cult to imagine that it will come 
to a complete halt if Mr Clinton 
is elected. The real questions are 
how Mr Clinton will deal with it 
(the process), what will his priori¬ 
ties be and whether his adminis¬ 
tration will lean towards Israel to 
the extent of forcing the Arabs to 
withdraw from the process. It is 




Jordanians, the peace 
process and US elections 



The three candidates during one of their debates 


is seen as something that is very 
much in the interest of the coun¬ 
try — therefore it should be main- . 
tamed. 

Also, the attitude now is that 
the peace process no longer needs 
as much help from outside spon¬ 
sors as there was in the begin¬ 
ning, as there is a whole new dy¬ 
namic among both the Israelis 
and the Palcsunians. 

Should Clinton win, he will 
keep the peace process up so as to 
take credit for it. Nor will he 
leave it for as long as the Middle 
East remains unstable. Its oil 
wealth is critical to the United 
States. 

Whatever the election result, I 
don't think it will have any effect 
on US Mid-East policy. The 
Democrats have always been tra¬ 
ditionally more pro-Israeli, but 




and see. 

Mr Rami Khouri, journalist 

• I disagree with the prevalent 
line of thoughL that if Clinton is 
elected the peace talks will die 
out. The US attitude to the peace 
. process is generally bipartisan; it 


: Continued from page 2 

Government raises 
subsidy to Press 
Association 

; S. Prime Minister Sharif Zaid 
] ■ Ben Shaker approved an increase 
•- In annual government subsidy to 
!■ the Press Association from JD 
6000'to JD 15000. The official 
. news agency Petra said the in- 
. crease was made in appreciation 
' of the "patriotic and responsible 
, : Wle played by Jordanian journal- 
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.Interregional 
electricity grid too 
good to be true 

S A tmique project to link the na- 
; tional; electricity grid in five 
■ countries will save member states 
estimated $7 billion. Syria's 
tiwoisuy of eleptricity.announced t ; 
tijat an agreement approved by 
• : ^tbe oiergy and electricity minis- 
t j ter* .of Syria, Egypt, Jordan, Iraq 
:^Md Turkey will, when executed; 
.{SfW*:..costs .to $4 
I* 1 * Egyptiand Turkey,. 
and SI Wtiion, 

m the jfcOjcct& 
two grid:Umcs, toteftom: 
^f^ Amritah to Hamma and Ai-;. 

; Syria and ail the way to •* 
^putoem, Turkey. pidahouki, 


reel is not the same country as it 
was 10 years ago vis-i-vis the 
US. 

Mr Halim Abu Rahmeh, Jor¬ 
dan Exporters' Association 

e The results of the US elec¬ 
tions are unlikely to have an ef- 


bc completed by the end of 1997. 

The second grid link begins in 
Der Ezour in Syria going east to 
Al Qaim city in Iraq and then to 
south-eastern Turkey. This phase 
should be completed in. nine 
years. 

The longest of these interre¬ 
gional grids is that between Syria 
and Jordan. With a capacity of 
300 megawatts, the cost is estimated 
at $184 million. . • 

The second phase of the project 
Will involve linking (he ribnbern 
part of Amman with Al Q&dls- 
seyeh in Iraq on the one hand and 
Taba, Egypt, on the other, at a 
cost of $800 million. 

The cost of the first phase will 
be financed by the Arab Fund for 
Development, which will cover 
the $150 million Jordan-Egypl 
link and the $100 million Jordan- 
Syria link. The Islamic Bank for 
Development will also, finance 
parts of the project. . 


US activist seeks 

,OC *MSh? 

■ Former delegate to Jesse jgck- 
son Ms Barbara, tubta arrived in 
Jordan ibis week totally support 
for die trial of ti^ 

/seven -Palestinians and orie. Keb- 
;, jap who face rtepwtatittipe^ise 
of their. ‘Support - jfojr; Palestinian 

.subversion. :/;-v 


feci on the peace process because 
it is in the interest of any US ad¬ 
ministration to have stability in 
the Middle East. The momentum 
will remain the same if Mr Clin¬ 
ton is elected, but it all have to do 
with whom he chooses to be Sec¬ 
retary of State. 

Ifl had a vole in the matter 1 
would vote for Mr (Ross) Perot 
because 1 would like to see what 
he has in mind, At this stage he is 
unclear, but he promises to do a 
lot. 

Mr Farid Hussebiy, member 
of the American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 

• Should Clinton win, he will 
be more concerned with domestic 
issues and the peace process will 
suffer. I don't view it as being as 


Bush's. 

So far, the Republican adminis¬ 
tration has been active in pursu¬ 
ing a reasonable Middle East so¬ 
lution. I hope that the thrust of 
the peace process is institutional 
rather than partisan; though re¬ 
viewing the platform of the Dem¬ 
ocratic Party, one would sense a' 


Speaking from the Amman of¬ 
fice of the Arab-American Anti- 
Dlscrimiriation Committee 
(ADC), Ms Lubin made an im¬ 
passioned appeal Cot up to 
$400,000 in outstanding legal ex¬ 
penses to be raked; "This Is an 
.• emergency and a crisis, both po¬ 
litically and financially,” she 
said. 

The group were charged by the 
US government witil belonging 
to an organization that advocates 
doctrines, of "world commu¬ 
nism V alleging that they Were 
members ofthe Popular Front for 
the ■ Liberation of . Palestine 
(PFLP). According to Ms Lubrn, 
this is in cqqtravemion .with last 
year's Congressional repeal of the ■ 

■ 1952 McCarran : Wafter. Act, 

• which dictates that]aliens affiliat¬ 
ed with a group advocatihg com¬ 
munism may be deported, 

"These people committed no 
crime, nor did they engage in ter- 
roriet* activities," said Ms Lubin, 
This trial is merely an . attempt 
by the (US), government to test 
the new law In ordOr to stifle le¬ 
gitimate political activities." 

As founder of the Berkeley* 
based Middle East Children's Ak 
fiance (MECA). Ms Lubin fears 
that .if the government .succeeds 
.hi its case, non-profit; togaijiza-. 

‘ lionS such as Her own wtllbe] im : - 
:. plicated with supporting ’terrorist' 

• organ! zadops such : as the PLO», - 
•' .Besides supporting Palestinian ■ 
. ;ieiief; efforts, J MECA ^as also ■ 
/. Staged fund raising events for the 

sick 1 and starving in Iraq; ■ 


somewhat more tilted position to¬ 
wards Israel. 

The Jerusalem issue stands out 
in the Democratic platform, 
which departs from all previous 
administration policies of consid¬ 
ering Tel Aviv as the capital of 
Israel. The Democratic platform 
advocates and recognizes Jerusa¬ 
lem as the capital, which con¬ 
cerns and disturbs Palestinians, 
Jordanians and other Arabs. 
However, I am consoled by the 
rumors that somebody like Carter 
may be appointed as special en¬ 
voy to the Middle East; I view 
him as a very moral person. 

Mr Salameh Nematt, corre¬ 
spondent for Al Hayat and the 
BBC 

9 If Clinton wins, American 
influence in the region will be re¬ 
duced and he will downplay 
America's hand in the peace pro¬ 
cess. The Bush-Baker combina¬ 
tion was a personal involvement; 
we will not see the same thing 
happening with Clinton because 
he attacked Bush for his heavy 
involvement in foreign policy al 
the expense of internal politics. 

Personally, 1 think it is naive to 
think that Clinton has a magic 
formula to cure America's eco¬ 
nomic problems. I wouldn't be 
shocked if Mr Bush is re-elected. 
I would vote for him because of 
his personal involvement in the 
region and courage ... like when 
he stood up to thousands of lob¬ 
byists in Capitol Hill over the 
$10 billion loan guarantees ... he 




beyond which Israel cannot go in 
determining US policy in the 
•Middle East. 

Ms Janet Orr, director of 
courses at the American Lan¬ 
guage Center, Amman 

' • Should Ginton be elected, it 
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may be partly true that the peace 
process could die out, because of 
his emphasis upon domestic is¬ 
sues. 

However, 1 think the peace pro¬ 
cess will be continued in one way 
or another because Clinton re¬ 
spects the initiatives that Bush 
has made so far. 1 doubt that it 
will be as strong as under Bush 
and Baker, though. 

We have shown the second and 
third presidential debates to our 
students as language exercises, 
and the response so far has been 
mixed. Most seem to be in favor 
of Clinton, with around 40 per 
cent in favor of Bush. IHiose for 
Clinton seem to have realized 
that America's domestic issues 
need to be addressed, and that 
Bush did not deal with them. The 
others see Bush as the "stronger" 
candidate, on account of his for¬ 
eign policy. 

Muhammad AlZaben, Amer¬ 
ican Language Center student 

• If he is elected, Clinton will 
cany on with the peace process 
because he respects Bush and can 
learn from his experience in deal¬ 
ing with the Middle East. Hope¬ 
fully he will have some new poli¬ 
cies on the international level. 

At 45, Clinton is a young man 
with new ideas Tor both America 
and the Arab world. I would vote 
for him because 1 don't think 
Bush did anything for his country 
over the last four years, and I 
don't think he offers anything for 
the future. 

Bush was only ever in it for 
himself. He helped the Kuwaitis 
and the Gulf Arabs against the 
Iraqis while at the same time sup¬ 
porting Israel. He spoke of de¬ 
mocracy but he was only interest¬ 
ed in oil. The fact that he hasn't 
interfered with the war in (for¬ 
mer) Yugoslavia shows that he 
only gets involved if there is 
• something to be gained, 

' Most of the students don't like 
Bush because of the Gulf War 
and the problems it has brought 
to the region over the last two 
years, although some admire oth¬ 
er things, Such as his fight'against 
communism, A 
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By Pamela Dougherty 
Special to The Star 

JORDAN'S MINISTER of Water 
and Irrigation Samir Kawar is 
one of 16 ministers due to sign a 
new Mediterranean Charter for 
Water, to be finalized in Rome 
on 30 October. The charter is 
one result of the Mediterranean 
Water Conference, which 
brought minsters concerned with 
water and irrigation from the re¬ 
gion together in the Italian capital 
for three days of discussions on 
the subject of their countries' 
fresh water resources. 

Mr Kawar was accompanied at 
the conference, which was spon¬ 
sored jointly by the Italian gov¬ 
ernment and the European Com¬ 
munity, by a team of water 
experts from the Ministry. 

Building on a number of pre¬ 
vious declarations, the new char¬ 
ter commits participants to action 


Rome conference examines 
Mediterranean water scene 


on their domestic water planning 
and management and to im¬ 
proved Euro-Mediterranean and 
international cooperation on wa¬ 
ter issues, taking into account 
their existing domestic legisla¬ 
tion. 

A second focus of the confer¬ 
ence, says Dr Elias Sal am eh. Pro¬ 
fessor of Hydrology at Jordan 
University and member of the 
scientific committee which orga¬ 
nized the event, was the presenta¬ 
tion of papers by participants in 
which each outlined his country's 
water resources, their manage¬ 
ment and future prospects. 

These papers provided the ba¬ 
sis for discussions on three major 


themes — the preservation of wa¬ 
ter resources and water demand 
control; the management of urban 
and rural water distribution sys¬ 
tems; and waste water re-use and 
inter-basin water transfers. 

Dr Salameh believes Jordan is 
one of the most effective Medi¬ 
terranean countries in the use of 
its limited water resources. Popu¬ 
lar awareness of the need to con¬ 
serve water is high and average 
water use per capita is only 85 li¬ 
ters per day compared with HO¬ 
MO liters in Egypt, Syria and 
North Africa, 280-300 in the Gulf 
States and 250-350 in the north¬ 
ern Mediterranean states. 

Jordan also has waste water 


treatment plants for 70 per cent 
of the population, some industrial 
recycling of waste water and ex¬ 
tensive drip irrigation in agricul¬ 
ture. 

Cyprus is another water-poor 
country which has done a lot in 
terms of conservation, water har¬ 
vesting and re-use, and Dr Sala¬ 
meh sees the conference as a use¬ 
ful forum in which countries can 
learn from each other's experienc¬ 
es. 

He believes it is also important 
for countries to be aware or water 
quality and quantity so that they 
will not over-use it or use it inap¬ 
propriately. He is concerned at 
the use of ground water from Qaa 
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Disi in southern Jordan for irrisa 
non purposes. This water could 
be better used, he says, possibly 
for the Amman water supply. 

There is also a danger that the 
pesticides and fertilizers used in 
agriculture in Disi will poiim- 
the water, thus damaging Jordan's 
only strategic reserve. 

In general. Dr Salameh says 
the countries of the dry southern 
edge of the Mediterranean need 
to re-think their approach to wa¬ 
ter resources and development 
There are no easy or cheap sup¬ 
plies of new water available, de¬ 
salination is expensive, bringing 
piped water into the region is 
both expensive and politically 
complex. In general, countries 
have to learn to tailor their activi¬ 
ties to the available supply. 

This means they must move 
from the current emphasis on irri¬ 
gated agriculture, which creates 
jobs but is water-expensive, to 
types of industry, which can also 
create new jobs but without de¬ 
pleting the region's scarcest re¬ 
sources. 

But it is a third element of the 
conference, a plan for the crea¬ 
tion of a Mediterranean Water 
Network, that excites Dr Sala¬ 
meh. Many countries are doing 
good work in water development 
and conservation but even their 
neighboring stales often do not 
Imow about it, he says. Informa¬ 
tion about work underway in dis¬ 
tant regions such as South Ameri¬ 
ca or Australia is even harder to 
obtain. 

A well structured network is 
the best way of spreading infor¬ 
mation in a rapid and systematic 
way and Dr Salameh hopes that 
practical steps will be taken to es¬ 
tablish one as soon as possible. ■ 


EIB finances 
rehabilitation 
of water- 
distribution 
networks 

LUXEMBOURG — THE Euro- : 
pean Investment Bank (EIB) is 
lending 4.995 million ECUs for 
the improvement of the water dis¬ 
tribution network of Irbid and 
Ramtha in northern Jordan. The 
loan provided under the third EC* ; 
Jordan financial protocol is for 1 
20 years and benefits from a two : 
per cent interest subsidy financed ■ 
from community budgetary re¬ 
sources. The funds go to the gov- ■ 
emment which on-lends them to 
the water authority of Jordan . 
(WAJ). 

Works due for completion by 
late 1995 comprise the laying of 
some 600 kilometers of polyelh- 
1 lehe and iron pipes and the instal¬ 
lation of 10,000 water meters. 
Improvements to the network 
will lend to a marked reduction of 
water , losses presently reaching 
40 per cent, while the meters will ; 
Improve invoicing and income. < 
Irbid and Ramtha, with a com- | 
'bined population Of 215,000, are , 
the largest urban centers in north- 
eth Jordan. The rehabilitation of,: 
their Vrater distribution network . 
is part of. the government's pro¬ 
gram for improving the preserva- 
,tion and management of. the 
country's limited water resources. 
The present loan is the eighth in 
Jordan under , the third protocol 
and fully utilizes the 63 million 
ECUs foreseen for EIB loans. ! 11 
addition,; 2) milljori ECUs \were 
provided in the form, of risk .cam-. \| 
tal assistance' drawn - from , the 
community budget pod managed • : 

by *4 batik. ■ . 
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By Samir Gharib 

CAIRO — Egyptian television 
has a powerful hold over people's 
minds. It is an instrument of lei¬ 
sure, of information and — to a 
limited extent — of culture. It 
docs not stop people reading 
newspapers or books, going to 
ihe cinema or theater or watching 
videos. But these activities are 
occasional, while television is a 
permanent and ubiquitous fixture. 

Reasons for such an ascendan¬ 
cy are economic, political and 
cultural, but no-one has tried to 
analyze these reasons, using sta¬ 
tistical data and making compari¬ 
sons with other societies similar 
to our own. Maybe people prefer 
not to know. What is certain, 
however, is that television is one 
of the main subjects of conversa¬ 
tion, at school, in offices, at 
home and in the street. 

No serious study has been 
made of the influence this strange 
despot exercises in Egypt — or, 
to be more precise, of the whole 
bundle of contradictory effects it 
has on people of different age 
groups, social classes and cultu¬ 
ral backgrounds. 

An opportunity to appreciate 
the diversity of altitudes televi¬ 
sion inspires arose recently when 
a girl was raped in public in one 
of Cairo's most crowded squares. 

This unprecedented event pro¬ 
voked a spate of comments on 
the role of television,' ranging 
from the view that the media are 
responsible for such acts of li¬ 
cense to passionate vindications 
of the media on the grounds that 
they perform an essential role in 
revealing the under-currents of 




TV in Egypt becomes 
a national obsession 


society. 

Television is doubtless at one 
and the same time cause and ef¬ 
fect, both a reflection and an ac¬ 
celerator of the erratic behavior 
patterns of a fragmented and rap¬ 
idly changing society which, like 
so many in the Third World to¬ 
day, is in need of fixed land¬ 
marks. If in this context televi¬ 
sion sometimes seems like a 
rudderless ship, it is because soci¬ 
ety itself has no driving force ca¬ 
pable of steering it in a definite 
direction or of giving it a coher¬ 
ent orientation. 

It might be said that the objec¬ 
tive of television is to persuade 
the maximum number of people 
to watch it for the maximum 
amount of time. And how effec¬ 
tively serials do that! No other 
country is so totally dominated 
by these shows, some, it is true, 
Egyptian-made but the majority 
American. 

Do American soap operas 
arouse the same enthusiasm when 
they are shown in Europe? I think 
not, and for a reason that seems 
obvious. In Europe it is possible 
to meet people like those who ap¬ 
pear on the screen. Their life¬ 
styles and the roles they play are 
easily imaginable in the West. In 
Egypt, however, they are incon¬ 
ceivable, and that explains their 
immense success. They take us 


out of ourselves. 

There is a paradox here. Ameri¬ 
can scries and soap operas are 
full of images and attitudes that 
no Egyptian production would 
dare to present — for it would be 
immediately censored if it did. 
Why should something be per¬ 
missible in an American produc¬ 
tion that is illicit m an Egyptian 
one? It is not for nothing that I 
spoke earlier of a rudderless ship. 

Many Egyptian women take 
American small-screen heroines 
as their models, imitating their 
style of dressing and talking. As 
a result, little-known actresses 
can become veritable idols here. 

An extraordinary ritual takes 
place when it is time for a serial 
to begin. All the members of the 
family stop whatever they have 
been doing and sit glued to the 
screen. 

Last year the studio of a well- 
known painter, Mustapha A1 Ra- 
zaz, burned to the ground. No- 
one thought of going to his rid. 
The fire had started one evening 
in Ramadan, just at the moment 
when a popular serial was begin¬ 
ning. 

During Ramadan television 
reigns supreme. This is partly be¬ 
cause people have more time on 
their hands, but also because cin¬ 
emas and theaters close and other 
public cultural activities come to 


a halt. 

During Ramadan people go on 
a kind of television binge. Be¬ 
sides the normal shows, special 
serials are produced each year 
and are eagerly awaited by mil¬ 
lions of viewers. 

Above all, there are the im¬ 
mensely popular game-shows 
(fawazir), featuring singing and 
dancing, which are forbidden in 
nightclubs and theaters during 
Ramadan, 

In the course of the year about 
20 serials are broadcast, each run¬ 
ning for an average of 10 epi¬ 
sodes lasting 45 minutes each. 
That means that the leading ac¬ 
tors are on screen for almost 
eight hours. 

Some, of course, continue for 
much longer than that. Layali Al 
Ilelmfya has already notched up 
more than 100 episodes and is 
not yet finished. The heroes of 
this serial have so far appeared 
for more than 75 hours on screen 
in a show whose unprecedented 
success can no. doubt be ex¬ 
plained by the fact that it is a his¬ 
torical chronicle covering the last 
four decades m Egypt and fea¬ 
tures characters ad situations with 
which everyone can identify. 

Ra’afal El Haggan, based on a 
novel by Saleh Morsi, has also, 
been exceptionally durable. Its 
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'Ra'afat El Haggan * 

success draws both on American 
espionage films and on Egyptian 
patriotic sentiment. 

Most of the serials, however, 
deal with social problems. In fact 
all the arts have for some years 
past tended to focus on social! and 
political matters. This widespread 
phenomenon reflects a new stale 
of mind. What is involved is not, 
strictly speaking, social criticism 
in the sense of an analysis of past 
or present failings suggesting fu¬ 
ture solutions. 

Rather the programs fix view¬ 
ers' attention on situations with 
which they can easily identify but 
whose interest is purely anecdo¬ 
tal. As such, they are deliberately 
kept from being anything more 
than entertainment without in¬ 
structional value. What a pity I ■ 

Samir Gharib is an Egyptian 
journalist and art critic. This 
report is based on an article he 
wrote for the UNESCO Couri¬ 
er. 


JBM A note of gratitude ImlfL 

■MM HR MB 

ggaggaB BasBi t iaiwi 

Gulf Business Machines (Jordan Branch) 

Extends its utmost thanks and appreciation 

. ......... . .... . .. . .. . . . 

To His Excellency Sharif Zaid Ben Shaker 
& to Their Excellencies 
Abdel Karim Kabariti — Minister of Labor 
— M.giLS^ Public Works _ ■ 

Samir Kawar— Minister of Water & Irrigation 

! In addition to 

Ambassadors, diplomats, managers and directors, 
businessmen, clients and members of the public 






Fax 670173 - Telex 22267 



Telephone 670171 -691482 



























































6 THE STAR 


OCTOBER SURPRISE: Amer¬ 
ican Hostages (n Iran and the 
Election of Ronald Reagan 

By Gary Sick. Random House, 
Inc., New York and Random 
House Limited, Toronto, 1991. 
278 pp. $23. 

Reviewed by Andrew I. 
Killgore 

IT WAS a traumatic year for 
President Jimmy Carter. His se¬ 
cret attempt in April 1980 to res¬ 
cue 52 American diplomatic hos¬ 
tages imprisoned in Tehran had 
failed disastrously. Of cighL res¬ 
cue helicopters sent, three had 
been destroyed by accident, 
along with a C-130 aircraft. Eight 
airmen had been killed and no 
hostages were rescued. 

The president's full public as¬ 
sumption of responsibility for the 
embarrassing fiasco did Jittlc to 
save him from growing charges 
of general fccklcssncss, especial¬ 
ly m the face of an economy that 
seemed to be faltering. With 
Carter's re-clcciion uncertain, the 

f irizc of the While House sudden- 
y seemed attainable for the Re¬ 
publican Parly. 

As a matter of principle, Carter 
refused to provide arms to ban in 
exchange for the hostages. He 
also rejected Israel's proposals 
that it be allowed to ransom the 
hostages with US arms. 

Carter did, however, negotiate 
with Iran over the release of Ira¬ 
nian assets frozen in the US when 
the American hostages were 
seized. The dread possibility that 
this negotiation might be success¬ 
ful, releasing a surge of popular 
enthusiasm that might win Carter 
the election when the. hostages 
came home, haunted Ronald Rea¬ 
gan's campaign organization. 
They worried about such an "Oc¬ 
tober surprise" right up to the No¬ 
vember day when Americans 
went to the polls and elected Rea¬ 
gan president. 

The hostages, held prisoner for 
444 days, were finally released at 
12:05 pm on Jan. 20, 1981, five 
minutes after Ronald Reagan 
took the oath of office as presi¬ 
dent of the Uniled States. The cu¬ 
rious timing of the release caused 
some to wonder from that mo¬ 
ment cm whether the Reagan. 
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Book review 

The Iran factor in 
Reagan's rise to power 

campaign and the Iranians had 
mode a secret deal to delay the 
hostage release until after the 
presidential election. 

Such 8 treasonable deal by pri¬ 
vate operatives to thwart official 
US government efforts to free the 
hostages would amount to Ameri¬ 
can political corruption on a cos¬ 
mic level. Though morally inde¬ 
fensible, the political significance 
of such a deal would depend, to a 
large extern, on who had made it. 

Did the candidate himself 
know? Or was it done behind his 
back by some amoral well- 
wisher? If there was a crime, the 
question, as in a classic mystery 
thriller, was who did it? 

October Surprise author Gary 
Sick, a National Security Council 
staffer under Presidents- Gerald 
Ford, Jimmy Carter and, briefly, Reagan: His men did their best to thwart an October surprise 
Ronald Reagan, and the principal 

White House aide for Iran during -natural causes Then two critical cr * n Washington before the elcc- 
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Begin knew that a re - 
elected Carter might lean 
even harder on Israel to 
achieve a real autonomy for 
the Palestinians. Sick reports 
(hat after Carter’s April 1980 
hostage rescue attempt had 
failed. Begin had gloated, 
"Jimmy Carter is finished." 


the Iranian revolution and hostage 
crisis, wasn't much of a detective 
at first. A retired naval captain, he 
was simply loo decent a man to 
contemplate that ambition for 
power by the Reagan campaign 
could lead it it betray America's 
diplomatic hostages, and Indeed 
the United States. 

As late as 1985, when he wrote 
his book All Fall Down: Ameri¬ 
ca's Tragic Encounter With Iran, 
Sick still had not accepted that 
Jimmy Carter's political death 
might-not have been solely from 


- natural causes. Then two critical 
bits of information suggested that 
his basic trust had been mis¬ 
placed. 

First, a single sentence in The 
New York Times showed that 
Reagan campaign manager and 
CIA Director-to-be William Ca¬ 
sey had been outside the United 
Slates on critical dates when his 
associates had claimed he was 
not. Second, a single dale on an 
affidavit suggested that the Rea¬ 
gan administration was trying to 
cover its tracks immediately after 
the inauguration. 

October Surprise is Gary 
Sick's comprehensive and often 
exciting real-life detective story 
on wheeling and dealing that 
risked the freedom and the lives 
of 52 American diplomats im¬ 
prisoned in Tehran, and upon 
which the outcome of the 1980 
presidential election probably 
hinged. One by one Sick poses 
the questions and advances his 
answers. 

Did top Reagan campaign offi¬ 
cials meet with & Middle Eastem- 
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cr in Washington before the elec¬ 
tion to discuss the hostages? Yes, 
a meeting occurred and the Rea¬ 
gan campaign officials included 
two future National Security 
Council directors: Richard Allen 
and Robert McFarlane. 

But no one could remember the 
name of the Middle Easterner, 
nor his nationality. 

Was the US government in¬ 
formed of (his meeting? No. Al¬ 
though. explored in intriguing de¬ 
tail by Sick, the main impression 
left with the reader by his account 
of the meeting is thaL the Republi¬ 
cans involved have been very 
successful at covering it up. 

Did then-vice presidential can¬ 
didate George Bush secretly fly 
to Paris to close a deal with the 
Iranians? Almost certainly not. 
Author Sick suggests that the 
Bush story may have been invent¬ 
ed to throw future investigators 
off the real scent. 

Did William Casey secretly 
meet Iranian negotiators in Ma¬ 
drid In July 1980 and In October 
1980? The astonishing amount of 


evidence doggedly ferreted out 
by Gary Sick leaves little doubt 
that this dean of wheeler-dealers 
was promising arms as well as 
Hie unfreezing of Iranian assets in 
the Uniled States by an incoming 
Republican administration, if the 
hostages were held until after the 
election. However, a shadow of 
doubt always will remain because 
Casey is conveniently dead and 
unable to defend himself. 

Sick describes with real insight 
what he calls the "furtive triangu¬ 
lar alliance linking Iran, Ronald 
Reagan's campaign and Israel" 
and the fate of the hostages. And 
the fate of Jimmy Carter's presi¬ 
dency. 

Each of the aforementioned "al¬ 
lies" had good reason to want to 
see Jimmy Carter defeated. Aya¬ 
tollah Khomeini's Islamic regime 
in Iran badly wanted an assured 
supply of arms and the unfreez¬ 
ing of its American assets. Israel 
badly wanted to sell arms to Iran 
under its "Doctrine of the Periph¬ 
ery," which calls for close Israeli 
relations with non-Arab Ethiopia, 
Turkey and Iran to counterbal¬ 
ance the Arabs. The Republican 
campaign simply wanted Carter 
to lose and their man to win, a 
goal it shared with Israel. 

What Iran could do for the oth¬ 
er two parties lo the alliance was 
to hold the hostages to thwart a 
Carter would-be October sur¬ 
prise. Israel could, and did, begin 
to supply Iran with American 
military supplies, which it had in 
abundance, to match the mostly 
American equipment bought by 
the late Shah. Prime Minister 
Mcnachcm Begin did so despite 
his explicit assurances to Presi¬ 
dent Carter that Israel would ob¬ 
serve the existing embargo on 
arms lo Iran. 

Gary Sick refers to Israel's own 
reason for wanting lo see Presi¬ 
dent Carter defeated. That was 
the president's demonstrated will- 
. ingness to "lean" on Israel in the 
Arab-Israeli contest. Under US 
pressure, Israel had agreed lo 
withdraw from the Sinai Peninsu¬ 
la under the Carter-initiated 
Camp David accords. Begin 
knew that a re-elected Carter 
might lean even harder on Israel 
to achicvo a real autonomy for 
the Palestinians. Sick reports that 
after Carter’s April 1980 hostage 
-rescue attempt had failed, Begin 
had gloated, "Jimmy Carter Is 
finished." 

The Reagan - campaign itself 
didn't have much to offer to the 
Iranians, except promises that the 
US would be more sympathetic 
to Iran’s needs if Reagan became 

E resident. This was persuasive, 
owever, In view' or President 
Carter's adamant refusal to pro¬ 
vide arms to an Iron now being 
pressed , by. Saddam Husseins 
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AUSTRIA CELEBRATES its 
National Day this year at a lime 
of great changes in Europe and 
the whole world. Thirty-seven 
years ago, on 26 October 1055, 
Austria Iwcanic u fully recog¬ 
nized member of the international 
community when it* parliament 
adopted the constitutional law on 
Austria's permanent neutrality. 

Austria's neutrality throughout 
the Cold War and East-West con¬ 
frontation guaranteed its sove¬ 
reignty and security. However, 
the basic conditions of security 
policy in Europe have since 
changed profoundly. As a result 
Austria has to adapt her policy of 
neutrality to the new circum¬ 
stances. 

The revolutionary changes in 
Europe that started in 1989 with 
the fall of the iron curtain, have 
continued dramatically last year 
with the disintegration of the So¬ 
viet Union. But new problems 
have come along with these fun¬ 
damental changes (economic de¬ 
cline, ecological disasters, new 
nationalism, armed conflicts 
stretching from former Yugosla¬ 
via to the Caucasian area) em¬ 
phatically demonstrate that the 
heritage of Communism is obvi¬ 
ously more disastrous than any¬ 
one had foreseen. 

After decades of "real social¬ 
ism" with its sad history of op¬ 
pression and lack of economic 
and social modernization, the 
countries in question sec them¬ 
selves confronted with a number 
of serious internal problems. This 
unstable interior situation consti¬ 
tutes the fertile soil which make 
■ the current revival of cultural and 
ethnic identities, positive as it 
may be in itself, often turn into 
nationalistic antagonisms devel¬ 
oping occasionally into armed 
conflicts. 

While Ccnlrul and Eastern Eu¬ 
ropean countries arc today free as 
individual states, the countries of 
Western Europe are moving clos¬ 
er to full integration. Through the 
European Community, the objec¬ 
tive of European integration is 
the political as well as the eco¬ 
nomic nnd monetary Union as de¬ 
fined by the Maastricht treaty. In 
this way, the Community bc- 
.comes the anchor of Europe's sta¬ 
bility in the face of the new dan¬ 
gers of nationalistic destabilization in 
Eastern Europe. 

These profound changes re- 
1 quire a new European security 
j lysicm, The.reshaping of the sc- 
: curiiy-policy gives Europe the 
chance to put the protection of 

• peace among its stales on a new 
basisi 1 *Security and safety shall 
no longer be maintained against 

. gch other but with each other. 
The cooperation between equal 1 ’ 
partners on on institutional basis 

• together with the necessary inte¬ 
gration of democratic, and self-' 
determined, states should guaraln- 
JJ®, a stable arid peaceful future. 

; This approach scOrtis the best'ari- 
| ®Wer to the new, more complex 
j dimensions of security, and the 
< potential threats to it. The events 
i m .Central and Eastern Europe 
demonstrate sufficiently the refc- 

• vanee pf . economic and social 
‘ I actors, for security policy. To- 

• 'iff*, roflihly nOn-milllaiV risks , 
■jPfe. uncontrolled' migration 
tjro^ien the security of Europe as 

, On the institutional level, a Eu-. 

S&Curily. system Will have 
jo .be based upon already existing' 

; MttUlutiqns with ihplr specific ex-.. 
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change of European security 
structures will be an intensifica¬ 
tion of the process of European 
integration and thus a strengthen¬ 
ing of the European Community. 

Against these new facts, Aus¬ 
tria is reshaping its security poli¬ 
cy. The security of smaller slates, 
in particular, will clearly be better 
protected by cooperation than by 
relying on their own limited forc¬ 
es. 

A re-asscssmenl of Austria's 
neutrality policy becomes incvila- 
blc:Thc new threats to Austria's 
security — ethnic conflicts, eco¬ 
logical disasters, new migrations 

— can simply no longer be tack¬ 
led by the classical instruments of 
neutrality. On the contrary, a 
highly intensified cooperation on 
die international level is required. 

Only by bringing Central and 
Eastern Europe close to Western 
Europe can the unstable situation 

— so dangerous for Austria's 
safety — be stabilized. Only the 
European Community will be 
able to fulfill this task. For this 
very reason the efforts of Austria 
to adhere to the EC are not only 
motivated by economic needs, 
but by security policy considera¬ 
tions as well. Austria's security 
can ouly be guaranteed in the 
framework of European solidari¬ 
ty. 

The participation of a neutral 
state in the common foreign and 
security policy of the Community 



docs not pose problems since it 
refers lo domains where a high 
degree of agreement with the 
Community's policy already ex¬ 
ists, and this is not likely to 
change in the case of a further de¬ 
velopment of the Community's 
common policies. Austria's inter¬ 
national obligations are clearly 
defined by the constitutional law 
on neutrality: Namely, no foreign 
military bases on Austrian territo¬ 
ry and no participation in military 
alliances. On the other hand, all 
Austrian governments since 1955 
have underlined that Austria's 
neutrality is not an ideological 
neutrality and that Austria has al¬ 
ways considered herself as part 
of Western democracies. 

Collective security and perma¬ 
nent neutrality are two instru¬ 
ments that will have to be evalu¬ 
ated within Austria's security 
policy. In this context, it might be 
worth mentioning that the ques¬ 
tion of neutrality does not arise in 
the case of sanctions decided by 
the UN Security Council against 
an aggressor (as in the case of 
Iraq, lor example), thus allowing 
Austria lo fully comply with her 
obligations as a UN member 
state. 

With the fall of the communist 
regimes, Austria's economy has 
again regained its traditional role 
in the center of Europe. The 
strong increase of Austria's ex¬ 
ports to the reform countries 


proves that Austria's economy, 
with its more than 6000 joint ven¬ 
tures in the region, is already 
making full use of the new oppor¬ 
tunities, therefore assisting ac¬ 
tively those countries' economic 
reconstruction. 

Apart from the success in its 
commerce with Eastern Europe, 
the exchange of goods, with the 
European Communities, tradi¬ 
tionally the main partner of Aus¬ 
tria's foreign trade, showed a fur¬ 
ther increase in 1991, now 
amounting to 68% of Austria's 
imports and 66% of her exports. 

Despite these achievements, 
Austria's economy, due to the 
new challenges caused by the in¬ 
ternational division of labor, will 
have lo concentrate on a further 
specialization of its industrial 
production. Tills will be all the 
more necessary as Austria's par¬ 
ticipation in the European Eco¬ 
nomic Area, probably effective 
by spring 1993, will further inten¬ 
sify Austria's economic links 
with the EEC countries even be¬ 
fore the country's future member¬ 
ship in the Community. 

To Austria, the adherence to 
the EEA means lo enter into the 
largest economic association 
worldwide with a share of the in¬ 
ternational trade of about 46%. 
The future EEA's states' share of 
Austria's foreign trade loday is 
about 75%. , 

At the Earth summU in Rio de 


Afghani opium eases the 
pain of reconstruction 


By Bcena Sarwar 

LAHORE: A BUMPER ppiiim 
crop has conic lo Afghanistan's 
rescue, as the country attempts to 
deal with an economy in ruins, 
continuing power struggles be¬ 
tween mujahedin groups, a col¬ 
lapsed, infrastructure and the re¬ 
turn of 15,000 refugees a day. 

Poppy-growing is one of the 
few sure ways of earning a liv¬ 
ing, and fanners are supported by 
arms-and-d rug-smuggling net¬ 
works built up with the silent pat¬ 
ronage of.foreign governments 
during the 14-ycar waj.fgajnst 
the former Moscow-backed - rc- 
gimp in Kabul. , ••*., •. 

Both Pakistan and the US. have 
beep accused of encouraging the 
ORiiira trade as a way of financ¬ 
ing weapons purchases. The re¬ 
sult is that with a harvest of 3;000' 
tonnes this year, Afghanistan has 
overtaken Myanmar (Burma) as 
the'world's biggest producer. The 
crop will be worth US$24 billion 
by the time it hilk the streets of 
Washington and London. 

Mosl profits go to the drug ma¬ 
fias that control the trade, but the 
US$100 earned by farmers for a 
kilq pf raw opium is much wel¬ 
comed in these difficult times. *.• 

.. Commented one farmer: "If we 
harvest seven kilps .ofopiuro, ye 
will be able to Survive the win¬ 
ter." r” •• 



>> iHatvestitigrtJmopium poppy u 

US$0.25 for a kilo of wheat in 
■ l June compared’'with US$50* for. 
opium, 15 kilos Of opium- pro¬ 
duced on a typical small plot 
would earn six times more than 
.750 kilos of wheat which' could 
be grown on the same parcel of 
land. , i • 

. The hardy poppy also requires 
...less ,care and irrigation ,than, 
wheat or onions and can .be. 
grown on nigged, unlcvellcd 


Oftf'fod baslk of the UN 
iMmcr can already be perceived, 
wpweyer, the key tq a qualitative ■ 

1 - I----, 1 '* >. '■ • . • ■•• • 


earn a living* * 

■ With -o.‘ farmers; ' Tewvmg 


The country's rudimentary agri¬ 
cultural infrastructure has broken 
j down: Mosi of the irrigation rict- 1 
work is damaged and few paved 
roads ani usable. 

i • ;/?IfiWeidprft have employment'. 
. ojr. irrigation io grow other crops," 
asic /armers'u mov/ can; we sur-, 
vive?" Some Western relief agen- 
^ cles,; however,- are reluctant' to re- 


pair war-damaged irrigation ca¬ 
nals: "Why help the Afghans'sblj 
more opium?" asked ah aid work¬ 
er. 

The UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees expects the five mil¬ 
lion refugees who fled the fight¬ 
ing to be repatriated by No vein-. 
ber 1993. Each returning family 
receives a $132 grants plus 3,00..: 
kilps bf wheat from’the .World . 
Food Program: The wheat lasts a 
familyof seven 'about- three : 
months. . 

Many, have nothing to reuuri to, 

acrid farmers offered Incentives by : 
international agencies trying to 
cut popby cultivation are often 
.sceptical; they say promises of 
better Irrigation and ■ provision . Of j 
.fcrtilizdr and seeds.'.hive often , : 
been broken. The UN has been: 
funding • lhe > construction ■ • of~ 


Janeirn, Austria promised lu con- 
iribuic lo the huilding up of an ee- 
olngic.'dly oriented market econo¬ 
my through development aid, 
which has increased considerably 
hcsl year. 

Austria's high reputation abroad 
is largely due to its cultural 
achieve men ts. Cultural relations 
to its neighbors in the East, limit¬ 
ed during the decades of the Cold 
War, have intensified in many 
fields during the last few years, 
while maintaining the traditional 
worldwide contacts of Austria' 
cultural life (underlined just re¬ 
cently by the decision to build a 
new Austrian Institute in New 
York). 

These contacts arc not only 
built on Austria’s famous cultural 
past, and arc by no means meant 
as an arrogant gesture against oth¬ 
ers; they should be seen mainly as 
a contribution lo the peaceful un¬ 
derstanding among the peoples. 
The 15th anniversary of the death 
of the great Austrian writers Ste¬ 
fan Zwcig and Robert Musil and 
of the Austrian composer Alexan¬ 
der von Zcmlinsky this year 
should be an opportunity to un¬ 
derline the historical importance 
of the work of these great Austri¬ 
ans. The voluntary death of the 
great warning voice against intol¬ 
erance and barbarism, Stefan 
Zweig, in Brazil in February 
1942, should be an appeal to fight 
die scourge of national hatred and 
war by means of constructive cul¬ 
tural work. 

As a particular contribution in 
this sense, Austria financed the 
reconstruction of the building of 
the library Austria founded in Os- 
ijck, Croatia, in April 1991 and 
which was later destroyed by the 
Serbian army. ■ 

schools, clinics and roads in pop¬ 
py-free areas, but has been una¬ 
ble to offset the need Tor cash- 
and fear of the drug barons. 

Few farmers arc addicts, but 15 
per cent of Afghan moles be¬ 
tween the ages of 18 and 35 in 
refugee camps take heroin. Many 
will take their habit home. 

Addition is increasing else¬ 
where in South Asia: Neighbor¬ 
ing Pakistan has an estimated 
four million addicts. 

Increasing numbers of formers 
arc expected to turn lo opium as 
the country's economic crisis 
deepens: By growing opium, 
many farmers are simply doing 
what the development Pundits 
recommend helping then> 
selves. 

Alternative crops and jobs will 
reduce poppy growing orily if the 
financial rewards approach those 
of opium. But some Western gov¬ 
ernments are demanding a tight¬ 
ening up of ami-narcotics laws 
and a drop in poppy.pro^uctioty 
as a precondition lor financial 
help. Of the. US$180 million 
asked by the UN for'recphijiriic-. 
lion projects, only US$20 million 
has been forthcoming. 

In . a country in wrifeK'tfiQ UN 
says 2,000 schools, and hospitals; 

: have ■ been destroyed, together' 
wltii 34 per cent of towns and vil- r 
lagqs, and roads, villages and 
grazing lands are littered with 10 
million mines, the real cost bf re-; 
buildhig-the country Jajestimated 
at between US$6 and $7 billion. 


Beeha Sowar is a'journalist 
with The Frontier Past hi Paki¬ 
stan- ■ ■. . 
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Impossible mission? 

KING HASSAN II of Morocco is a messenger of goodwill, but he is up 
against an Impossible task. In his quest to inject some verve into the idle 
Arab body, the monarch will be dealing with petty alliances and petty 
fratricidal quarrels; the legacy of the now infamous Gulf War. 

Without sounding too pessimistic, or too unrealistic, our modest intel¬ 
lectual contribution to the king's noble mission shall be limited to wish¬ 
ing him good luck and praying for his success in bringing the Arabs to¬ 
gether during these trying times. As Jordanians, our main concern has 
been, and will continue to be, the strengthening of Arab solidarity, unity 
and prowess in standing up to external challenges. 

But goodwill politics by itself will not do the trick. It is our fqar that in¬ 
ter-Arab politics has been so marred by foreign interference, diverse po¬ 
litical and intellectual evolution — or lack of it—, economic estrange¬ 
ment and isolationist blinking, that classical methods of reconciliation 
will probably fail or achieve only shortlived success. 

Much to our frustration, the root causes of the Gulf crisis are thriving 
today. It is a sad fact that important political and economic initiatives 
currently lie with countries that have a myopic comprehension of the 
world and of its changing realities. 

This yawning gap. which is separating the Arab East from the Arab 
West, the East Mediterranean countries from the Gulf states, has severed 
the already fragile threads which lumped these countries together. Emo¬ 
tional beckoning alone cannot salvage the region-from its sclf-allenation. 

Nor can words of wisdom. At a time when petty alliances are caving 
in, transitional social and political forces are playing havoc with a region 
that once promised to be the richest and wealthiest m the world. Today it 
is one of the most underdeveloped and heavily burdened parts of the 
globe, where social, political and economic imbalances arc rife. It is 
striking that one and half years after the end of the Gulf War, not a work¬ 
able alternative for intei^Arab relations has been made. Today Iraq stag¬ 
nates under UN sanctions, Libya shivers In Us own cocoon, Egypt’s polit¬ 
ical and. economic structures are waning and the rest of the Arab • 
countries are grappling with their own problems in their own closed en¬ 
vironments. 

Only one political process appears to be alive; the peace process. It is a 
product of the Gulf War, a creation of an outside power, but it brings 
with it the elusive mirage of peace on the Eastern shores of the,Mediter¬ 
ranean. King Hassan's tour of the area has to do with salvaging this pro¬ 
cess, The reaction of each leader he met with to the prospects of peace 
and Arab reconciliation will remain an enigma,, . . 

For the Arabs to: reach a comprehensive settlement with Israel, they 
must first come to, terms, with their own .problems. Peace with Israel is 
' not a pjcbe of paper we can hang on our walls while continuing to live 
with our phobias, fy is a commitment we must be prepared to make in re- • 
turn for a just settlement. 

,If the Gulf War generation Of quasi-politicians, suffering from myopia,, 

' paranoia and suspicion, believe the status quo is worth keeping, they will 
t>e'proven wrong. Any'commiiment vyd make.at the peace table will.be ' 
• binding to'all. Tnt winds of change that are blowihg through our region 
’ will not be barred by diplomatic boycotts and silly pretensions. : 
Unfortunately,; we have not learned, the lessons of the Gulf War. King 
Hassan's mission may be able,td joU the Arab body, but we don't think if: 
can resurrect it. ■ J ' •‘ • , 


An Occidental journey (1) 


By Osama El-Sherif 

THE IDEA of going back to the United 
States ten years after my last sojourn, 
haunted me. 1 had spent three years of my 
life as a student in America's Midwest. 
When 1 left I took with me a diversity of 
ideas, impressions and conceptions about 
America and the West. Since that day, I 
have been resisting the notion of going 
back. Unlike many of my compatriots, my 
fascination was with the East, although po¬ 
litically, economically and, alas, culturally 
our tics with the West have been multiply¬ 
ing to the extent of reaching a gridlock. 
Wc are neither Western nor Eastern any 
more. The modem Arab is a creature 
caught in a cultural cobweb; a no man's 
land. 

I told a fellow journalist from Malaysia 
as we were having lunch in the luxurious 
Holiday Inn hotel on the outskirts of Atlan¬ 
ta, Georgia, that my fear wilt continue to 
be die kind of cultural legacy my sou will 
be left with ten or 20 years from today. 

Will he look at his Arab identity as part 
of tho past? How will he reconcile the fact 
that he is an Arab, first and foremost, with 
a Western type of education, un alien set of 
values regarding work, life, family.... 

1 told my friend that 1 am a product of 
the untimely confluence of two estranged 
culturcs,.thflt or the Arab East, and the all 
domineering West. The two have never 
been reconciled. They are suppressed with¬ 
in me, one taking over the other; my native 
culture giving way to an active, omnipres¬ 
ent one that is breaking all barriers. 

My fear, I said to him, is that for my son 
the battle will be over before it even be¬ 
gins. His Arab culture will become some 
sort of an amusing folkloric tradition re¬ 
stricted to shaking a cup of Arabic coffee 
when he’s done with drinking. 

Why are we so frightened of the invasion 
of the so-called American culture? When 1 
first went to the United States, I, like many 
other foreign students, went through a cul¬ 
tural shock of my own. As a reaction to an 
alien culture, I became more aware of that 
of my own. My culture was on the defen¬ 
sive, but in the process it set me apart from 
the rest, i was frightened of losing my 
identity, language, values and eventually 
my pride. 

Everything we loath in our society must 
have its evil roots in a stereotyped Ameri- 
. can culture. American culture is a menial 
perception, a Creation of our minds. It is 
how wc perceive America to be; the anti¬ 
thesis of what our culture stands for. But 
while we limit our criticism of American 
culture to negative social behavior, it soon 
becomes evident that we loo have lost 
touch with our own culture. For most Ar¬ 
abs, Arab culture is a relic of the past, it 
does not relate to the present, nor to the fu¬ 
ture. When we want to deal with the world 
around us, we resort to a Western values 
system because we perceive Western cul¬ 
ture as functional, practical and successful. 

A French friend of mine expressed his 
own fears about his indigenous culture giv- 
i ■ lag way to a European one. He saw .the 
French way of life under die influence of a 
hybrid of American culture; fast living! 
consumerism, rejection of what is seen as 
• outdated values, etc. 

-American,movies, dubbed in French, are 
shown on French television and in cine¬ 
mas. MacDonalds restaurants arc all over 
■ Paris. Euro Disney on the outskirts of Paris 
attract thousands of European tourists, who 
come, to Fiance to enjoy the , Mickey 
Mouse culture. ‘ 

; • Another friend who runs a Successful 
.. phptpgraphic agency in Paris told mi that 
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British, French and German magazines arc 
paying enormous amounts of money for 
exclusive shots or American stars such as 
Kevin Costner, Mickey Rourkc and Tom 
Cruise. "These stars arc household names 
here. Everybody knows them," she said. 

But why should we be afraid of a cultu¬ 
ral invasion in today's world when we can 
do little to prevent it? In our society we 
have seen the birth of sub cultures because 
of social, political and economic transfor¬ 
mations, and we have learned to live with 
them. What wc fail to understand is that 
imported values will not provide solutions 
to our particular problems. Wc live in one 
world, but our national agendas arc differ¬ 
ent from one another. 

Back in America, I told a group of' 
American businessmen that wc arc not liv¬ 
ing in a global village, because a village 
would give you the sense of social harmo¬ 
ny, economic and political parities. Wc arc 
living in what David Halbcrstam calls a 
"wired world”, a world divided according 
to the Hindu caste system as my Malay¬ 
sian friend described it. "Wc are living in a 
global nightmare," I said. 

We arc united by our common anxieties. 
Fears of an environmental catastrophe, nu¬ 
clear proliferation, a global outbreak of 
disease (like AIDS) and such. I said that 
Americans were not really interested m 
our individual problems, such as educa¬ 
tion, health, water shortage and economic 
reforms, just os wc ore not interested in 
their individual problems, such as inner 
city decay, the homeless, balancing the US 
budget, family values and the North Amer¬ 
ican Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Wc 
may pretend to care for each other, but ac¬ 
tually wc don't. 

Yet our worlds arc so mixed up with 
each other that no society is immune 
against the flood of a hybrid, hi-tech cul¬ 
ture coming from ihe West. 

In today's wired world, wc are conscious 
of everything we do. A British journalist, 
based in Miami, who covered the Tianan¬ 
men Square demonstrations up to the gov¬ 
ernment crackdown, told me that demon¬ 
strators were not addressing their own 
government, but were sending messages to 
the Western audience through the Western 
media. "That Is why you had signs about 
democracy written In English and not Chi¬ 
nese," she said. My Malaysian friend told 
me that the Western media failed to regis¬ 
ter public reaction to the demonstrations at 
Tiananmen. "Peasants and the elderly were 
saying 'enough of this. Students belong in 
universities. They made their protest, bur 
they should now return to. schools,’" he 
told me. 

An American publisher who has spent • 
most of his life covering South Asia, told 
CNN senior officers when wc met with 
them that it was an established fact that 
not a single student had died in Tiananmen 
Square in June 1990, and that most of 
those who died were in fact Chinese sol¬ 
diers. 

Through the prism of Western media we 
are now seeing the world. We arc judging 
it }n accordance with a new set or values 
whose roots ;are buried in the West. Our 
cultural schizophreriia is changing our way 
of life, our hopes and aspirations and the 
way we look at ourselves. How happy w® 
wc with this metamorphosis? 

My trip to ihe States has given me a 
fresh dose of cultural back lash, very unluce 
ihe one I had when I went there, aged 20, 
13 years ago. This lime I was pot reacting 
; to the same America, The United States • 
has changed; it had aged, and so had J. P. 
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JS elections: A choice between 
Tweedledum and Tweedledee 


By M-G.G. Pillai 

In Atlanta, Georgia 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS in the 
United States, that quadrennial political 
festival, is packaged and sold to the voter 
like a bar or soap, reducing complex politi¬ 
cal issues into quotable sentences of a few 
words'. There is no Bticmpt to discuss the 
issues, or the party manifesto, which the 
Americans call platform, and the campaign 
meanders along as the candidates hope 
their slips of the tongue, their private lives, 
or their past, would not come under the 
kind of media scrutiny that drove Mr Gory 
Hart out of the runup to the democratic 
candidacy in 1988. 

This year's presidential elections is one 
of the most significant in this century, 
where the winner will define the United 
Slates' international boundaries and the 
imperial baggage it would drop and retain. 
The average American is disturbed at his 
choice between Tweedledum and Twecdle- 
dee, President Bush of the Republican Par¬ 
ty and Governor William Clinton of Arkan¬ 
sas, the Democratic candidate. Mr Ross 
Perot, the iconoclastic Texas billionaire, 
comes into the race on the backs of the un¬ 
committed voter, of whom there are about 
30 per cent, the Second World War and 
Vietnam War generation fed up with feder¬ 
al politics, which seems to be as far away 
from their lives as it possibly could be. 

After the three "debates" — a grand 
word that means little more than three men 
answering questions thrown at them by a 
panel of reporters or from ihe audience — 
Mr Perot, with' his no-nonsense approach 
to discussing the issues, won all three; Mr 
Bush lost all the debates and Mr Clinton 
appears set to win the elections. The "wild 
card" Is Mr Perot. Would he be the nui-v 
sance that Mr George Wallace was in the 
1972 presidential elections that ensured Mr 
Richard Nixon's re-election, or the major 
threat that President Theodore Roosevelt's 
.independent candidacy in the 1912 elec¬ 
tions that enabled tho Democratic candi¬ 
date, Professor Woodrow Wilson, into of- 
, fice? 

Or would he 
jhrow^the elections 

Representatives, as ——-*■j 

it has happened only ' 

once, in the late ■ MM© 

J9th century, when ■ 0 Jii!S5 MT1 

Congress elected 
Mr Rutherford 

™yes president “ '*■-"tf— A 

even though his op- v 

ponem, Mr Horace 
Greeley had the ma- 

jority of the votes? TJ L' . 
Would he cause an K^M.1 Q f 

upset by forcing a pMlJ I [ 

draw and then re- luSjjftl Ss S 

roain to force three- £ 

comer fights in sub- ^ 

sequent elections 
• throughout the 

country? No one is |Rn^5? 

_ although he, - 

conceivably, would " 

: not. , 

.. The overseas fear of an America retum- 
to i|8 Isolationist shell is real. The Unit- 
■ed States and the Soviet Union, isolationist 
by Instinct, suddenly found themselves 
with a global role after the Second World 
war. For the next four-and-a-half decades, 
attempted to contain the other in. a 



Bush and Clinton: Evading the real Issues 


glass bottle, in which the winner also dies." 
The United States suddenly has no stomach 
for a global role, and the worry overseas is 
if she is in her death throes. The United 
States has played such a dominant role, 
rightly or wrongly, that a vacuum could 
lead to much uncertainly, even if that role 
is flawed and self-serving. 

Within this strategic framework, how 
would Asia vote, if they could in this presi¬ 
dential election? West Asia remains an 
enigma, with the votes almost entirely, for 
Mr Bush but only If Mr James Baker con¬ 
tinues as Secretary of State. Since the Sec¬ 
ond World War, he gave the Arabs, and tho 
Palestinians, the most hope Tor a settlement 
over Palestine. For this reason, Israel 
would rather he not be, and would opt for 
Mr Clinton, whose pro-Israel pronounce¬ 
ments have upset several Arab govern- 
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P , . . -t _ mentg. But the Arab governments and peo- 

■ . pie, for their awn, often disparate reasons, 

jonisl shell is real. The Unit- R ■ fw Bush 0r out. 

to Soviet Union, isolationist .. . Southeast and South Asia, a dif- 
uddenly found themselves nnxuttr n «. v ..jetc Perot is an • 

role after the Second World fer ®^P 0< \ are not 'about 
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Saddam Hussein: No tactical percep¬ 
tion 

and not Washington, which it regards only 
as a market for its own products. 

Beijing, on the other hand, dismisses: 
Washington's attempts to impose such ide¬ 
as as human rights into a six-thousand-year . 
old society that gave the individual no 
rights. Her veto power in the United Na¬ 
tions Security Council at a time when . 
Washington and, especially, Mr Bush, 
needs her support, makes her more com-'. 
fortable with Mr Bush’to enhande her own . 
political and economic position-in the 
world. South Korea, though neutral, feels ■ 
she can gel more ironi Washington than ; 
from either Mr Clinton or Mi Perot, ’• , ■ 

The Philippines, after calling. Washing- , 
ton's bluff oVer the Subic Bay Naval Base, 1 
Would put the knife into Mr Bush and vote 1 
for Mr Clinton. So would Indonesia and 
Malaysia, both stung by Washington .at¬ 
tempts to categorize both as societies about' 
to embrace fundamentalisl Islam. Thai-; 
land's support for Mr Bush reinforces its 
need for more military aid; India's vote for. 
Mr Bush stems from his administration's 1 
decision to allow a prominent regional se¬ 
curity role and this gradual military and sc-; 


m diplomacy. ; ^tocngagemeS t,m HiSmT \ 

. The Soviet Union gave up the fight in the I; ■' Singapore, Hie other; hand,’gently 
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• jud-1980s, and the United States, with its «n’unJmovm Mr Clinton, When 

: ; : ^-jonimuiust policies and rhetoric, fihds. • ,wh blamed at Mr Miyazawa'S lap • 

; s a 5 hredddd "paper tiger on the Wprld vea ?Pthe cultural impact of that, ages with t^e island* as would Taiwan. for 
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supports Mr Bush, who can. be relied upon 
. to increase the United States .military link-. 


Perot: Appealing to the uncommitted 
voter 

only because she is just gingerly stepping 
out into the world after three decades of 
isolation. 

The overriding fear in Asia is an isola¬ 
tionist United States that could rupture her 
own economic development. The United 
States is-the world's largest consumer mar¬ 
ket, and any attempt to change that by re¬ 
strictive economic policies could boome¬ 
rang, and lead to a worldwide decline. The 
problem is that Ihe Untied Slates wants to j 
be both fish and fowl, without the where¬ 
withal to be so. As its adventure in the Gulf 
War showed, Washington’s superb lacticai 
sense is hampered by an absence of strate¬ 
gic perceptions. 

President Saddam Hussein, on the other 
hand, has the strategic perception without 
the tactical. But it is he would be around on 
November 4 to see his nemesis leave office 
' or, If he wins, see him dither away into 
oblivion. It is only the United Slates and, 
possibly, Britain, that believes that the war 
has ended; no one in Iraq or in most of 
West Asia believes it has, 

While Washington may have been the 
conquering army In the GulF War, the Ar¬ 
abs do not think so/Hic Kuwaitis arid Sau¬ 
dis, having paid for some of the costs of 
that war, regard ihem as mercenaries as 
they do their Indian gardeners, Filipino 
maids and Pakistani drivers. She may have 
won the war, but the Arab would still not 
allow them into 'their drawing rooms. A 
similar perception pervades in Asia, where 
she has been bested by countries which she 
once ruled. More than the Gulf War having 
erased the Vietnam ’ War syndrome, it 
. wiped out tne United'Stales desire to re¬ 
establish Us position in'the world,. 

• It is into this conundrum of Untied Stales 

■ policy that Mi Perot has jumped into. As 
; ihe three presidential, debates showed, he 
. tried to discuss issues but Tweedledum and 
, Tweedledee preferred to attack each other. 

Mr Perot caused. Mr Bush and. Mr Clinton 

■ to. dissemble: His 30-minpte paid political 
ad -T- an "infotisemem," as one newspaper 
called it — in wnich he discussed the issues 

,: had a prime time television viewership thai 
, would force adrenalin Into the veins of 
many Hollywood television producers. 

But whoever wins would have to take an un- 
. declared, disenchanted nriribrity and their 
* views into account in framing a. policy out 
! of the Cold 1 War epoch. But none has. the 
gumption, or the desire, tb wanLio do that 
. although each could be expectedito meddle 
in regional, international affairs,for political 
mileage at home. Anti that worries foreign- 
, ers more than any other In the current presj- 
idential elecilori8. JI; ■• y 7 

M.G.G. Pillai, a veteran Journalist, is' 
7 The Start correspondent In EasI A 
He Is based in KualaLampur, M^' : 
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Relance 6conomique 

La Jordanie sort 
la tete de I'eau 

Apr£s les heures noires de la guerre du Golfe, qui laissaient entrevoir une catastrophe 

Sconomique, le royaume se redresse petit & petit 


"LA JORDANIE n’est plus au nie, pour la plupart, foment une 

fond du gouffrc" affirme Pierre classe d'cmployds qualifies du 

Bocdoz, Conscillcr commercial sectcur tertiaire. Autrefois, il n'est 

frangais. Un certain nombre pas Irop fori de dire qu'iis faisai- 

d'indicalcurs permettent de cm toumcr La machine kowei- 

I'aUcstcr. Le programme tienne. 
d'ajusiement structural du FMI, Malgrd cclte dclaircie, la Jorda- 
suspendu en raison dc la guerre nic garde toujours "une dpdc de 

du Goire el du reiour des rdfu- Damoclfcs sur la tftlc" scion les 

gids, a pu reprendre cn 1991. El lermes dc Pierre Bocdoz, Gra¬ 
ce grfice a une situation ficono- seillcr commercial francais. Sa 

mique favorable. Le deficit bud- dene extdrieuic est de l'ordre de 

gdtairc est cn baissc: il est passe 7,2 milliards de dollars. Ccllc-ci 

dc 233 millions dc dinars en 1991 a did contractdc par lc royaume, 

a 107 millions cn 1992. . cssenticllcmcnt pour le ddve- 
L‘inflation, due en partic aux dfi- lopircmcnt des infrastructures, 

valuations passdes, sqrait ndgu- EUc est aussi le rdsultat de la dis¬ 
tive sur les six premiers mols dc parition dc l'alde arabc des pays 

1992. Cclle-ci diait dc l'ordre dc du Golfe dcpuls 1990. 

6.8% en 1991 et dc 10% en 1990. Pout 1992, la Jordanie abesoin 
Autre chllTrc cncourageant: d'un financcmcnt cxldricur com- 

raugmcntatiotiduPIBdc.lO%cn pldmcritairc de Tordre du dcml 
1991 conirc seulcmcnt 0,8% en milliard dc dollars. "Mdmc les 
1990. Clubs, de Paris ct dc Londres ne 

■rfisoudront pas la situation, si l'oft 
• Rapatrles intdgrds ne fail que des rdechelonncments, 

•. .e'est A chaque fojs rcculer pour 
La crainlC d'une Absorption dif- mieux sauter" afiirmc Pierre Boe- 
ficile de la vague des .300,000 doz. 

rapatrids clu Golfe scpiblb.se ^dis- .. Avcc lc ministrc dcs Finances, 
sipcr. : u Naus'ayons. tOuiours pen- ■ Basel Jar'tlancb, la priority n'est 
sfi que leur rctour dtall .qiiel(|ue . pips aux^ grands .cqntrajs publjcs. 
chose de posiljf pour la Jordanie" B.faut Sloutprix dvitcr dalburdir 
affirme le Con- ■ ’ .. . fa dette. Porte de 

; geiller com.A -'-i- ")■«■« >"f i'" -1 *'\ sortie: 1o gou- 

Cfi ■ C<$ Palestinieris qui ont JlS'Saoii 

Paloaiinlens / du: quitter le Koweit et sur le sectcur 
qui ont dfi quit- n iiv? Pflvfi. "Il irbcau- 

ter lc Kowell el ■ ■ ? P a S s 9#; SQIU coup d'argent et 

les -uiays t ,,fy^^reytyv$'.qyec desv . ear a. via. re- 
Golfe, sont TQ- ^ ^ 

22-S 800 millioiis'de dollars ■ 



Economics 'en puu rmuivn 
poche.,'.- • : =■ - r , 

Le rapatrie- 

mgnt. de leurs dpargnes prlvdcs a 
ra£pOrtd pas moibs.de 800 mil- 
• llpns'. de dollars ;'Ala Jprdaitic, 

'Anil"' frtAffliip • "rldne 


Atauuurt d'lnvcsUiSemchis 11 
... affirtqe Pierre 
1 . Bocdoz. ‘ V 
Cq, ddveloppcrricfa petit . 
s'effcctubr : daips 1 Id - commerce 
CQurant dp sous fofme de pane- 


j chOniagC; (15 A .20%>“!-qJ<»iie4dl.;- . ment.j.. -T- ...J.•._. ( /.; £ 
‘-tes ids Gpljecde ^^ estrdstremid pdiir ■ 


Pierre Boedoz 


le 'commerce, les transports ct la 
construction oA la part dlrang&re 
ne pwit exefider 49%. Le sectcur 
privd local est A la : recherche de 
partenaires dtrangerp. II Tali les 
yeux doux A des inyestisseura qui 
portent dans, .leurs, valiscni de = 
nquyeaiix prtxlpitSi de. nouveltes 
techniques - e( peutTeue de n6u-.‘ 

, velles pospibiltes de marches. . ■■ 
■Avaht la iguerre; la Jordanie 
"vivall essentiellemerit’ de riralc".. 
affirme •. Pierre. Boedoz. Au- 
jourdluiii : ta , balance' commor- 
clale accuse uri .deficit d'un piili. 
liard ; de* dinars^" Ce '.qui . "peiji"A.';i; 
; leniio' avoir des 1 Corisdquenecs n^- 
J^sic8,..90Dihie unej Tjouyclle de¬ 


valuation de la monnaie. 

Dcpuls deux ans, le pays con¬ 
tinue A vivre. Malgrd la perie de 
son principal partenaire, l'absence 
de. relations dconomiques avec 
les-pays du OoUe, et des nfigocia- 
lidns de paix hdsitantes. .Pien-e 
Bocdoz fail .de la prospective; 
"Le jour oit llrak ya repartir, oii 
.les relations .bilatdraleg avec les; 
pays do la pdnjnsule arabique , 
s'amdUoreronvoAla Jordanie r6- 
coltera-lejt fruits, dp sa politique 
en fayeiMe Japaix.,;"Ellc affir-,, 
ipera sa qualitd d'oosis de, paix et' 
de,prosperiif auPrdche-orient.B 1 

;Frunq!?.Mgizoyer_ 


VEDITO 






Profiter du 
vide 

HIER, LES les ndgocla- 
teurs moyen-orientaux ont 
qjournd le septlAme round 
pour attendre lc verdict 
electoral amdricaln. Le 
mnnaue de progrAs sub- 
stanticl lors de ces pour¬ 
parlers risque d’llargir le 
vide dft nux elections nmAr- 
Icaines. Depuis Madrid, le 
r6le de catalyseur de 
rndministrution sortnnte 
etnlt signifientif. 

Par ailleurs, d'autres 
parties concernees par la 
situation au Moyen-orlent 
enlrent en jeu. L'annonce 
de la visile du President 
frangals en Israel et en Jor¬ 
danie A lu fin du mois de 
novembre, coastltue une 
affirmation de 

V importance du rAle de 
l'Europe, ainsl que de celui 
d'autres puissances Inter¬ 
nationales. La recherche 
d'une solution ne peut Ctre 
le nionopole d'un seul par- 
rain, Cette mission in- 
combe A la communaute In¬ 
ternationale tout entiftre. 

Le succAs de la visite du 
President franeqis ne dev- 
ralt pas falre' I'objet 
d'Anormes doutes, eu Agnrd. 
aux relations solldes qu/ : 
Kent le President sociallste 
aux leaders du Parti tra- 
vailliste au pouvoir en 
Israel. L'Atape jordanlenne 
de In visite de Mitterrand 
rApond . A., one requite- 
arabe pour un rAle euro- 
pden plus acfif dans la re¬ 
cherche de la palx.*ll n'est 
dans I’interAt de personne 
<tufe les Europdens 
s'edlpsent dAs que. la 
Amdricains auront choisl 
leur noiiVehu chef oe 
('administration. • ".. " 
Sur le plan arabe, m 
toiirnee du roi Hassan n 
du Maroc dans la region- 
vise A effacer les traces da 
ddchlrements provoquM 
ar la guerre du Golfe- Le 


rTTTw ''■ 


se par des Hens speciaiu; 
pvec le President francais 

et les chefs travalHlstes iJr 

raeilens coptribuera A dep- 
layer le. terrain! Une re* 
lance du processus de pa« . 
aprfaj les elections ameri* 
caines 1 a : , dayantage pe 
chanced de sucC$s pyec une 
participation plus.aftjve de. 

l’ONU.r* ‘ 
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En garde messieurs! 

Ali Chehada, champion jordanien d'escrime! Il existe en chair et en os et apprend le frangais depuis un an. 

Son but: devenir arbitre international 


■PRETS, ALLEZ, touchd...". Ccs 
icrmes font partie du vocabulaire 
d'Ali Chehada, 24 ans, champion 
jordanien d'escrime. C'est en 
1989, lors des jeux arabes au 
Kowcit qu'Ali fait une rencontre 
ddterminante. "Vous voulez de¬ 
venir juge, s'dlonne un arbitre 
allemand, mais au moins parlez- 
vous francais'?". Ali ne ne com- 
prend pas le sens de la question. 
"Vous avez trois niveaux diffdr- 
enis, prdcise f Allemand, si vous 
connaisscz le Frangais, vous 
faites partie dc la catdgorie B, 
ginon vous devez vous contcntcr 
dc la C". 

Arbitre International 

Ali Chehada nhdsite pas unc 
scconde. H va entamer le stage 
pour devenir jugc de haut rang ct 
les cours de francais: "J'aime 
beaucoup celle languc, dans deux 
ans jc vais me rendre cn France 
pour continuer mes dtudes". Ali 
s'accrochc. AprAs une annde de 
(purs au Centre cultural frangais 
d'Amman, ce jeunc champion 
veut obtenir une matuise. Un 
rive, mais aussi la condition sine 
qua non pour poursuivre sa car- 
iferc. "Un juge international doit 
parlor cette longue correcte- 
mcm... Il ne s'agit pas seulcmcnt 
dc dinger les escrimcurs, mais il 
faul aussi leur expliquer leurs 
fames. Par exemplc, its doivcnl 
savoir pourquoi ils regoivent un 
averiisscmcnt". 

L'avcnture dc cc Jordanien 


dans le mondc dc 1'cscrime a ddb- 
utd par un pur hasard. En 1982, 
cet habitant de Jebei Akhza (Am¬ 
man) entome une discussion avec 
son voisin de palier, responsable 
dc la Fdddralion jordanienne. A 
cctte dpoque, eellc-ci regroupe 
une petite dizainc de joucurs. "Je 
vpulais joucr au football" confie 
Ali Chehada. Son voisin le con- 
scillc ct le ram&ne dans le droit 
chcmin. "Au ddpart je ne con- 
naissais pas du tout ce sport" 
qjoute-t-il. Dcuxifemc problbme: 
ccla coute LrAs cher, Un masque 
aux normes de la Fdddration 
s'ach&ic pour 100 dollars, l'dpde 
SO dollars, sans oublier la combi- 
naison de l'ordre de 300 dollars. 
Hors de prix! Avcc 1‘aidc dc son 
p&rc, commergant aisd, Ali fait 
venir sa panoplie d'cscrimcur de 
rdtranger. Impossible dc trouver 
cn Jordanie. 

Ali Chehada sc prend au jeu. 
"J'ai aimd ce sport, tout d'abord 
parcc que c'dtait nouveau en Jor¬ 
danie..." La prcmifcrc anndc, Ali 
n'obticnl pas dc rdsultat. Il tra- 
vaille d'arrache-picd. Chaque ma¬ 
tin, il se rend A L'Univcrsitd. 
L'aprAs-midi, il con sacra quatre 
hcurcs de son temps A 
l'cntrafncmcnt. Le week-end. All 
consacre sa vie A 1'cscrime. 

Les premieres satisfactions nc 
sc font pas attendre. A 1'occasion 
dc I'anniversairc du roi Hussein, 
en novenibre 1986, Ali Chehada 
remporte sa premifcre mddaiile 
d'or. En finale, il gagne la partie 
S -1 face A un cscrimeur kowelti- 


en. Un score qui i 
rcstera A jamais 
gravd dans sa 
mdmoire. 

Un an plus 
lord, Ali Chcha- 
da revient d'une 
competition in- 
tcr-arabe pour 
juniors A Alexan¬ 
dra avec unc au¬ 
tre mldaillc d'or 
cn pochc. A 
Bagdad en 1988, 
il obtient la Iroi- 
sifcme place de la 
competition 
"Saddam Husse¬ 
in". Le cou- 
ronnement de sa 
carrifere: unc par-. 
ticipalion sous 
les coulcurs dc la 
Jordanie aux 
Jeux Olym- 
piques de S6oul 
cn 1988. "C'filait 
une competition 
cxir&mcmcnt 
dure", avouc le 
champion jorda¬ 
nien. II ajoute un 
peu ddgu: "Nous 
n'avons oblonu 
aucune place". 

» Ch d1ctm n g e M Chehada sur Upodtum 
pas: "Si un jour 

j'ai la chance j'aurais un 1 

dhabiter un pays europecn, je Pour le mom 
suis certain de pouvoir devenir de son rang, 
un bon escrimeur, parce que l'ambitlon l'l 



j'aurais un bon entraihement..." vers la France. Le pays oft l'on 
Pour le moment, Ali se contents parle la langue de l'escrime. ■ 
de son rang. Mais la passion et 

l'ambitlon l'animent et ratlircnt Francis Mazoyer 


Vernissage le 2 novembre au CCF 

Rula Shukairy ou 
I'abstraction baroque 

1 Si vous lui demandez pourquoi il aime les peintures de Rula Shukaiiy, le 
■ ■; directeur du CCF, nouvelle "must-galerie d'Amiuan", 61ude la question 
Seul le Jolurdain est en mesure de d^voiler sa pens^e 


Par No« FavreliAre d'dvoluUon de chdrublns, 1A, de mystAres des rtgnes naturels et 

sombres cavemes, lieux-propices des rfives, et d'autres correspon- 

^ce^Cafhdes- C61 Ifis-IA, ehtfe 1<5 

peintures que Rula Shukairy Ox-: ■ ^ula Shukairy battissait alora monde et 1 esprit. _ } 
PMaitily aquolqiws wn&s cl. toute reference au rdel et tragait Ma.s, b.en que^ouillwitw 
qu'dn regarde cequ'elle expose une sorte de calligraphic cos- d id6a K 8 ® 8 ® uvr “ 

mainlenfant, on se q dit qu'ellea mique’ sur dos labyrinthes sans pensfio tWoityues. On pew dire 

ciumge-le, bout de sa lorgnette. • commencement ni fin. Au-. q u elles sapparent^t A tessa 

: Ayant,-elle. avail une vlsicra^cos- jourdhui, peut-filre aussi pour lWramre, car Hbre* dc fac 

pique, extra-tSe Au- Eloigner du ddcoratlf, les sur un sujef indpuisable. Ceto 

jourd'hul, e’est vers le sol ou’clle auvres rAcentes font apparatlre nous doine des pelnlure* dun 

regard % ’ comme un repll vers le rdel, le 

. desire, car elle est atUrde par le concrete ek, cependant, ce nouyel et mtempe^jy,,t ^teM» 

! mb nintfal qd'elle chetSe A «t;,«ste terogue 
.■poifitrer AiiiwifnU'Osoinant entte pne conwence 

Violent ’ comnie 8 ^ Fasclnde par les mystAres du ■ de rbraUernieTtt uw 
.Pnfcres A la, lumiAre pour qu'elle khonde mln&S, I'artiste. fait appa- 

,.^he formie 1 au ndAht, C'diait tin ■ raflre dans ses dcmlArcs’auyresShukairy est touuA Ufoir 
Mnon-Intellectuel mais savant, des structures qiii sonl,comme al. pa^que^s^mrfjrtratiiW,, 

'qtd falaqlt pZ ^aue X- une trame seerhte tissanfun rdel, .t( vdg^paree qpe hbre etdd-; 

EhI«- louulnt comme‘.une'plante grim- 

. ^^pitemefUs d’agAte ou des 
. tos feu defAMdduse-. ;; 

Jm!.- • ■ ■ - < . . 1 


Mais, ■ bien que grouillantes 
d'iddes, ses oeuvres sontvidesde 
pensdes thdoriques. On peut dire 
qu'elies s'apparentent A t'essa 
liudrature, car fibres de ftic 
sur un sujet 1 indpuisable. Cela 
noqs donee des peintures d'un 
faniastique serein, quasi-naturel 
et intemporgllea jii - 



ijglgflfrne l'artisteij 


-monde. mindral que Rula jShu-.. 
kairy s'apprbprl^ s'instajl^ppe^ 
harmonic et un dquiljpro' entre- 
vidg ^Jilehi, enlre'prothectipih- 
tain, entre taches.et llgnea, ent» 1 : 
^capaftiMx^ ^ cdulearii's; qui 

s'oppoient 

' Maik i]| ny a pae de idefe . iup^ 
Jure mn- les muvree Wer. &. 
^les 'd'^oti^hUl. cer elfai trie' 
"sembwh tojues,-' faites toie ■ 


‘I-i visitdes, p^ftrdes.pluaqUepour : 

. A|re eeulemeht cortterpp.l^ ' lV 
.. . Et si vou* me demandez popr?' 

quoi j'aime les ^ointures pe Rida 
'• Shukairy,-. demqndez-mbt 
. pouiquot on aiqie far pierres-prt^v ! 
cieuses, et pppsquoL mbi,’ j'aiine 
particuliArement lectel dehilo,Ja: 
’ null au-dessys rfAmmsm. t: 

N.FCOlrecfeiii^idlU' Cefltrtmfef 1 
• :• HA frangais) 
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PEOPLE 


Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send 
a photo...we will run it 
free of charge in The 
Star's People and Events 
page. 


29 OCTOBER 199? 



• Under the patronage of Their Royal Highnesses Prince Faisal 
ben A! Hussein and Princess Alia A! Faisal, the Promise Welfare 
Society in cooperation with Hotel InterContinental Jordan oiga- 
nized a Finnish fashion show and gala dinner at Amra Hotel on 
Tuesday 27 October. Under the title "Finland in Jordan", the evenL 
Included a fashion show featuring latest winter designs presented by 
Finnish models, famous Finnish singer Arga Korfieva and her or¬ 
chestra, and music and dancing. Guests were welcomed by Finnish 
ambassador to Jordan Mr Arto Kurittu who paid special tribute to 
the woman who made this event possible Ms Rita Tainola, d well 
known journalist from Finland. Also present were HRH Princess 
Alsha and her husband Mr Zald Jumaa, Minister of Tourism Mr 
Yanal Hlkmat and Dr and Mrs Mohammad Id wan of the Royal 
Hashemite Court in addition to other guests. 


• Mr EC. Drier, divisional direc¬ 
tor of trade fairs and exhibitions 
for AMK Berlin, held a confer¬ 
ence’last Wednesday at the Mar¬ 
riott Hotel. The conference was 
also presented by Mr Shafeek 
Tillawi of I. Tillawi and Sons 
Co, and his son Muhammad. 

Mr Drier revealed a number of 
details about next year’s Interna¬ 
tional Audio and Video Fair, to 
be held in Berlin, and which is 
considered to be the most impor¬ 
tant trade fair for all kinds of con¬ 
sumer electronics products. 

it has evolved Into the world's 
leading trade fair for the taking 
and placing of orders in this sec¬ 
tor. Over 90 per cent of consumer 
electronics, companies on ; the 
world market attend this - event, 
bringing hundreds of ,thousands 
of visitors, including 100,000 
trade visitors. ; 

The skilled trades and media 
come to Berlin In order to exam¬ 
ine and test five latest range of 
consumer electronics equipment 
and to establish, new. market 
trends, 

' Mr Drier also mentioned that 
the ftir will cover an area of, 500 
square'meters, with 9Q0 compa¬ 
nies-participating fron) all. ovc t 
the world, iricibdlhji.i Germany, 


the US, Japan, China and all Far 
Eastern countries. 

At the end of the meeting Mr 
Drier presented a documentary 
film about the International Au¬ 
dio and Video Fair '93. 

• Different, the new Jordanian 
band, held a concert last Thurs¬ 
day at the CMS School. The band 
will stage another performance 
on 4 November at the University 
of Jordan. The concert will most¬ 
ly feature classical rock times, 
played by Nader, Nlzzar and 
sung by their load vocalist Ghaa- 
san Nasser. See you there! 

The Marriott Hotel, In co¬ 
operation with Uie German Em¬ 
bassy, held a reception last Mon¬ 
day 26 October, on the occasion 
of the German week. Attending 
the reception 'were.the district 
sales manager of Jordan and Mrs 
Ataltah Keshek, among many 
personalities from tho press, ___ 

•. .The Iordan . International 
Service; . Agency and the AI- 
Ahmadfyya Institute would like 
, lb congratulate Dr Abdel Jawed 
. op'hit tasty- job,"and the beginning 
; of his' new dentistry practice. 


Agenda 
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KurtRelmann 


Franz Z&chbauer 


• Congrat¬ 
ulations to 
eight-year- 
old Ah¬ 
mad Al- 
Zaben on 
winning 
the silver 
medal in 
the World 
IhOcwondo 
Champion 
ship, held this summer at Am¬ 
man's Orthodox Club. Ahmad 
came second in the under- 15i 
category, and came Erst in the lo¬ 
cal Talkwopdo Clubs Champion¬ 
ship held lata month. 


tocongrat- 

. rr ;- 

iced Abu ; 

.Shameh .• \ 
on the oc-1-“^ • 
cuiem. of 

his .wedding to Sameerah. Con- 
gralulatioiu and many happy re¬ 
turns to the Couple; 
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Austrian launches 
Amman-Vienna service 

• On lilt occasion of Austrian Airlines' first scheduled Vienna* 
.Amman-Yicnna flight* conference was held at the Plaza Hotel on 
Monday % October. 

The conference vns presented by representatives of Austrian Air¬ 
lines and Mr Nasser Qawar of Petra Tours Jordan, agent for Austrian 
Airlines. 

Mr Franz Zttcfitwwr, vice president of overseas marketing, identi¬ 
fied Vienna-based Austrian Airlines by its network, which Includes 
Asia, America, Europe, Africa and the Middle East. 

Its scheduled service* are operated to 67 cities in 42 countries, and 
have now sained am international reputation for being a European link 
between Wen and Hast 

Mr ZticDhauer also referred to economic and trade relations between 
the Arab World and Europe. "Both business and leisure traffic have ex¬ 
panded over the last year in a very positive way,” he said. "The Gulf 
crisis and the war caused a set-back, but already as of March 1991, 
Austrian Airlines resumed all services to the Middle East with the ex¬ 
ception of Baghdad and Kuwait." 

The Jordanian capital Amman is Austrian Airlines' twelfth destina¬ 
tion in the Arab world, and there arc now two flights a week Amman- 
Vienna, and two flights Vienna-Amman. 

As for tariness class passengers, Austrian Airlines offer lounges at 
Amman, Istanbul, Lamaca, Damascus, Riyadh, Cairo and Vienna air- 

S orts. A limousine service is available in most of these cities and can 
e booked limply when making arrangements for Austrian Airlinei 
flights. 

Moreover, Mr Zfcchbauer described Vienna International Airport as 
"the ideal transfer and transit point right in the Middle of Europe." 

Also, onthe occasion of the Austrian National Day and the inaugu¬ 
rated flight of Austrian Airlines to Amman, Austrian Chnrgfi d' Af¬ 
faires, Werner Winkler, Commercial AttachtS Dr Michael Angerer 
and the Regional Ntanuer of Austrian Airlines Kurt Relmann held a 
reception let Monday, 26 October, at the Plaza Hotel. 



$ 

¥ 


ThoNitloiial Mule Coniervatory/Noor At Huiaoiu Foundation 

. V . .] '; '' : and .»■«. : _ 

• The British Council Isjijjj . 

. . in acioclntion with * 
^ROYAlJORmNlAN kZcfJkifS^i 


. -Clift Internationally Acclaimed . 

• maGna carta 

Ian ' ' • '•* "■ 

Concert of Popular Acoustic Music 1 . 

:!r . 7 November 1992 - 8:00 p.m. 

Anunaia Batlcalaureate School - Auditorium ■. ; 

l : - ^ ^Ptogrartirneiongi by; Magrin Carta,the Beatles, P»9? 
' 'SiniovSilMnpe Vega and others ‘ v 
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Programs on 
Jordan 
Television 
from 
11 October 
> to 

6 November 


ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — America's Funniest 

Home Videos 

9:00 —Perspective 

9:30 —Varieties 

10:00 — News in English 

10:20 — Feature. Film: The 

Final Heist'. Starring Jan- 

Michael Vincent. A famous art 

thief makes his final heist in the 

business. 

SUNDAY 
8:30 — Coach 

9:10 — Documentary: 'The 
Natural World' 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Law and Order 

MONDAY 

8:30 — Sibs 

9:10 — A Fine Romance 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 —Red Fox 

TUESDAY 

i 

8:30 —The Golden Girls 
9:30 — Maigret. Maigrcl is a 
fictitious character created by 
George Simcnon. Granada Tele¬ 
vision have adapted six of Simc- 
non’s novels into a dnuna series 
starring actor Michael Gambon in 
the title role. 

10:00 — News in English 
1Q:2Q — When the Lion Roars 

WEDNESDAY 

8:30 — Saved By The Bell 
9:10 — Cluedo 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — The Cowra Breakout 



A true story 
about the events 
at the Cowra 
prisoners' camp 
for Japanese sol¬ 
diers during 
World War B, 
that were not re¬ 
vealed for more 
than thirty years. 

THURSDAY 

8:30 — Uncle 
Buck 

9:10 — Civil 
Wars 

10:00 — News 
in English 
10:20 — Movie 
of the Week. 
'Lucky Day', 
starring Amy 
Madigan. The 
story of a men¬ 
tally handi¬ 
capped girl who 
wins two million 
dollars. 


FRIDAY Michael Gambon stars as "Malgret", Tues- 


i- & \ Jl far f 


I'wMhrfiJtf-'tftlJVta 

• ! l- ':f: V* i \i J.: f •■'• v :I. 

Hfv**iklVT 



8:30 — Too day 9,30 

Close for Com¬ 
fort 

9:10 —Nonni and Manni 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — The Antagonists 


FRENCH PROGRAM 

SAMEDl 

6:00 — Au Clair de Lune . 
6:05 — Les Aventures du Bos- 
co 

6:40 — Operation Mozart 
7:00 — News in French 
7:15 — FenCtre Sur. A local 


Pop Singles Top Video Rentals 


L End of the Road, Bays 11 
Men, Motown 

2. She's Playing Hard To Get, 
Hl-Fivc, RCA ' 

3. Humpin' Around, Bobby 
Brown, MCA 

4. Sometimes Love Just Ain't 
Enough, Patty Smyth, MC 

5. Baby-Baby-Baby, TIC, Arista 
<5- Jump Around, House of Pain , 
Tommy Boy 

7.1|d Die Without You, PM. 
Dawn, Arista 


1. Final Analysis, Richard Gere , 
Kim Basinger, Warner Home 
Video (R-1992). 

2. Fried Green Tomatoes, Kathy 
Bales, Jessica Tandy, MCA/ 
Universal Home Video. 

3. White Men Can't Jump, 
Woody Harrelson, WeSley 
Snipes, FoxVidco. 

4. The Lawnmower Man, 
Pierce Brosnan, Jeff Fahey, Co¬ 
lumbia Tristar Home Video. 

5. Medicine Man, Sean Con¬ 
nery, Lorraine Bracco, Holly¬ 
wood Home Video. 


program. 

DIMANCHE 

5:30 — Rfives D'Enfants 
5:37 — La Piste de Xapatan 
7:00—News in French 
7:15 —Vote Avez Dit Frinture. A 
documentary about pairring. 

LUNDI . 

6:00 — Plf et Hercule. A car¬ 
toon scricB for children. 

6:11 — Les Chevaliers du Ciel 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Magazine Sportlf 

. MARDI 

6:00 — Les Aventures du Bos- 
co 

6:06—Michel Valllant 
6:30—La Famille Ramdah 
7:00 «— News In Frehch 
7:15—- Intertropique 

MERCREDI 

6:00 — Des Trains pas comme 
les autres. A documentary pro- 


Furnished Garden Flat for 
Rent Near 5th Circle 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sitting roorri, dining ropni» 
modem kitchen with American appliances (f^dge, 
i cooker, and washing machine): Fully carpeted, 

•rj^ ; ,entrance,telephbito, garage,’artel 


7:00—News b Flrench 
7:15 — Les Beaux Moments 
du Cirque 

• ! : JEUpi; ; v : 

5:30 Au Plalslr de Dleu 
7;00—News In French . 

7:15 — French Varieties. A se-. 
lection of French Songs. 

"; ; ’• VENDREDI : 

5:36^-taCouIeu)r duVerit' 
7:00!—News In French 
7:15 i-i Fusions. A documentary 


The Star 

TvL 04829# 


HOROSCOPE 


☆ 


ARIES (21 March-19 April): Since the weekend’s your time to howl, 
you'd better get all your woifc done early. 

TAURUS (20 Aprll-20 May): Choose a quiet person to be with, and a 
deeper friendship could develop. 

GEMINI (21 May-20 June): If you have any reading to do, or papers 
to write, get them out of the way early. 

CANCER ( 21 June- 22 July): This week is good for romance, but 
you might not feel like doing much else. 

LEO (23 July-22 August): A battle could produce an excellent friend¬ 
ship with an adversary. 

VIRGO (23 August- 22 October): You will probably be happiest and 
most productive this week. Catch up on your housework. 

LIBRA (23 September- 22 October): A great time for flnding infor¬ 
mation end writing letters. Don't spend any money, however. 

SCORPIO (23 October- 21 November): You rule this week, and 
next week too for that matter. Monday may be horrid, however. 
SAGITTARIUS (22 November- 21 December): Your brilliance will 
only be matched by your tendency to drive people crazy on Tuesday. 
CAPRICORN (22 December-19 January): Tuesday you'll gel most 
of your work done before dinner. So, make sure you have fun after 
then. 

AQUARIUS (20 January-18 February): You’ll have an excellent' 
week in many ways. Don't expect to challenge authority and win, how¬ 
ever. 

PISCES (19 February- 20 March): Hold your fire the first couple of 
days this week. Something you find irritating will dissipate. 


Dining 

Out 


The First Gass Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 




iiakotel 

lU 2 <jl|!a 


Amman-Tel; 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




f lHe ‘lower 

toslauranl 


• UbantM Horn D’oeurvaa 
t OitonM Cu«iM 

• BuropNn tyoolaWm 

- Soak Tartar 

•. ■' - Pepper Start • , ", 

- Rlat M<gnon 
'.-FwifiT 

- Dlnift.Cnppaa Au HU. 

Tower Bldg. 23rd Floor 
W Retorvatibn Tel 1634034/8 




ThofirstAbett - 
Chinese Restaurant 
fn Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyahfiirts School 

Tato-away Mrvtca, 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m . " 
6:30-Midnight 



The first haute cuisine . . 
menu designed for those 
wrfio love fine food. II mir-. 
n>rs our special styles and 
: taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

. Shepherd Hotel 

tor your reservations call 
' 639197 : 
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Would You 
Believe. 

Ancient Romans and 
Greeks used to slaughter 
ail animal before battle to 
check nut its liver, if the 
organ was healthy and 
red, it wan a favorable 
omen. If diseased, it was 
bad sign. 

fc * * 

Bjorn Borg, the lennis 
star from what aeems to 
he many, many years ago, 
just turned 36 years olefin 
1092. 

4 • * 

On TVs "Star Trek, 1 ' 
Warp Factor 2 was an 
amazing 24 limes the 
speed of light. Warp 8 was 
512 times that amount. 

4 4 4 

By the time the Span¬ 
ish arrived in the latB 
1400s and early IGOOs, 
the Indlann of the Andes 
were growing more than 
3,000 kinds of potatoes. 
Those first explorers 
brought the tuber back to 
Europe. 

* * 4 

As of mid-year, Mount 
McKinley had claimed 
the lives of 11 climbers in 
1002 . 

4*4 


Solution 


HBinraii MLinufi 
HEIHHiaHfl SahlUrUHFl 
UHUHfcJGIIlPl Hli'IlIHMiaW 
BQWH MlltaTklfJM MHEI 
mm Mil AH (ODGll’l 

0H0G1 HP1EID1 RIHEIHGI 

wnannwui liui-ibci 
\mmi ci whim 
M llPUdm fellJUUl’irni 
Hticjwia cm rid miwi 

UQIIM HIM MM imtl 

Musi hmmhhgi timid 
nmiciukiw tiHiam'jrifii 
mmcihumh Binnuauwn 
nnriWM mmwmhi 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE * th-ms.m 


By GARY LARSON 


ACROSS 

1 Shoreline 
6 Finds fault 
unfairly 
11 Lingered 
13 Short capes 

15 Cornered 

16 "Arabian 
Nights" 
character 


39 Dog sound 

40 Criticizes 
severely 

42 Roman poet 

43 Get ahead 

44 Caviar base 
46 Offer 

46 Very white 
48 Body of 
water 


9 Nut candy 

10 — up (got 
rid of a 
hangover) 

11 Potato, 
for one 

12 Expression¬ 
less face 

13 Sandwich 
meat 


36 Enemy 
of the 
Crusaders 

37 City In 
Washington 

38 Automaton 

39 Cotton 
bundles 

41 Prophets 

43 Strong- 


17 Nibble 

49 Former 

14 in a melan¬ 

tasting. 

18 Good luck 

51 Liqueur 

choly way 

as some 

pet 

cocktail 

19 Planting 

meat 

20 Guided 

53 Card 

earth 

46 Type size 

21 WWII 

holdings 

23 Burrowing 

47 Watch one's 

command 

54 — to Betsy] 

rodent 

food 

22 Portal 

55 Go wrong 

25 Worn away 

48 Son of 

23 Colleen 

56 Cord 

26 Glance over 

Jacob 

24 Uncommon 


quickly 

60 Paving 

26 Short trip 

DOWN 

27 Maximum 

material 

27 Bills and 

1 Paris or 

29 Land of the 

52 Relative 

coins 

Albany 

ayatollah 

of the crow 

28 Expressing 

2 Speech¬ 

30 Face 


enthusiasm 

making 

disguise , 


30 Was sullen 

3 Comic 

32 — hen 


31 Algerian 

Johnson 

(English 


port 

4 Gentleman 

fowl) 


32 See 27 A 

5 Abound 

33 Gorges 


33 Fortifica¬ 

6 Tinge 

34 Plain 


tion 

7 Came (0 

35 Greet 


36 Party giver 

earth 



38 Glossy bird 

■ 8 Johnny — 
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How Mr. Ed was made to talk 



OR DA V BRIDGE 

By Gbassart Ghanem 


Fit for life 


HERB ARE two hand played by Rabndg Abou 
Seoud, who managed aji .amazing execution 
while, I, as her partner, .Watched her declare both' 
hands with,a lpt pf admiration. She fulfilled both 
contracts speedily and perfectly. 


"Cash your top winners before starting cross 
ruffihg, ' Mrs Akasheh (who was one of our op¬ 
ponents on that hand) commented, with ljttlc 
desperation and a lot of admiration. 


Regrettably, the Lablnak) brothers had 
selected an apartment In the heart of the 
. Bermuda Triangle of jam sessions. 


♦ -i; '• 

Y A 3 2 

♦ AK 10 8 64 

♦ KJ53 :i 


N.-■ 

W, 

• .-a 


♦ Q 109 87 6' 
Y KJ6 - 
4 Q9 7.5 


>•9654. 

YAJ3V 

YKJ975 

*10 

South 


. . N; 

w: b 

5 


> 3 
Y Q985 

♦ A 86 

* A Q642 ... 

rth East" 


South west ; -North •. East 
' 3* '. 34 ; Bass ' am', 


Fass Pass, Pas? . l* 

;V- z**; Pm*. *: iy 

Pass .24.(1) Pass 34(3) 
30(2) Pass 4* (3) 

/‘.-.Pass .54 ...*• Pass .... End. - 

, (1) -Do.yoQ have a spade stopper'? 

, .© R°YO« have a semi spade si0ppcr7 ; 

(3) No I don't have, . . ^ ■ 

Rahnda received > heart lead, played the eight. 
fm donttny and took. South's ten with her Jack. 

. She ducked a spade and won the diamond return • 

• m dummy; . \ ' . '■■■ 

After elimination: through cross ruffinfc Rahnda 
cashed thc,Y; A and ducked her ^ast heart to 
souih, who had jd give her the last heaitin dum-' 

"&CU! lin?.' Michel EMI aid. "Sha h*, . 


tonija *$s si^g 3f lover her 

r;H.O. preempt,: According -to qur agreement, 
the bjd xhoWs d good sutt ofj diamonds or two 
.suite# harid with alpinonds andn major,; 


suite# harid withdinbtonds imdA major,; 

■ l jumped to > 44, sh0wing thc abllity to play the 
/ ukitnci :tftflrthe ^ihps M^atedi otherwise £■ 
:bkl jhtiMyj: Wlteo she bid'54 I realized that 
• ha hand Jnolude# a stipng.dteijipnd Suit 'and 'V 

,blame slam r ;f ■...■; ... . 



.v^tnipie. nti^.T;;Wo^^ 

T : s£»mff with his. 


mmwwm 


J 'Pog-previawa'- ' • •; 






Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian. 641271/2 

Australian.637246/7 

Austrian Embassy.644635 

Bahrain ............................ 664148 

Belgian ...'.. 675683 

Bulgarian........818151 

Canadian. 666124 

Chilean. 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons. 677559 

Czechoslovakian .665*05 

Danish Consulate Gen ..... 622324 

Finnish Consulate.623443 

French.641273/4 

German .. .......689351 

Greek.672331 

Hungarian.816614 

Tndian ......I..637262 

Iraqi .639331 

Italian......638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese .. 672486/7 

Yugoslavian.665107 

Kuwaiti..........675135/8 

Libyan .. ..666118 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan.641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.828911 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Phillipine*. 645161 

Polish- 637153 

Qatari.644331/2 

Romanian .667738 

Saudi Arabian. 814154 

South Korean.660745/6 

Spanish .622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish.669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian.-.- 641076 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish MIHIMHIIIHMIINNIIM 641251 

United Arab Emirates ..... 644369 

United Kingdom. 823100 

United States of America. 822471 

USSR...641158 

Yemen.. 642381 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP.668171/7 

UNRWA. 669194/8 

(Taiwan) .671530 

UNICEF .. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka.645312 

Con of Icoland. 698851 



Alycmda(Air yemen).653691 

Aorollol.641510 

Air Franco...666055 / 667824 

Ak India .688301/2 

Air Lanka.682140 

AHtalla. 625203 

American Airline*.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Adrla Airways..667029 

Austrian Airline*..637380/667028 

Balkan Airline*. 665909 

British Airway* .641430 

China Airline*.637380 

Cathay Pacific..-..624363 

Cypni* Airway*.667028 


ate* Airlines .662141/678321 

„ Air... 653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines. 639295 

...637827/644036 

628596/628598 


Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 

Kttwaltf Airlines..,,...... 690144 

Libyan Arab Airline*.... 643831/2 

^NtanM... 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

A.-— 636104 

630125/638433 



f f ■ rSI 




Royal Cultural Centra.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre..665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library. 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 


Concord. 677420 

Rainbow. *25155 

Pina.074111 

Philadelphia.. 634144 

Nijoum.675571 


Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City.— 

Orthodox Club. 

Royal Automobile Club- 

Royal Shooting Club. 

Royal Chess Club. 

Royal Racing Club.09- 

Jordan Bridge Assoc. 


667181 

810491 

815410 

736572 

673713 

801233 

.676990 




Shakhshir-...... 668958 

Al-JBbal . 606669 

Kada .665161/665153 

AI-Labadi ..813554 

National.—.639197/8 

Nebo.-.. 816792 

Petra. 605501 

Rabbit Amman.. 672424 

Al-Rimal.639861 

Al-Samer -..771707 

Satelite..625767/621471 

Star..-... 604904 

Tigar.-... 671931 

Trust.-.— 673312 

Al-Wahi .674105 

Abu Dcgge.644642/644906 

Amin Jarrar (Avis).670498 

Amman—... 666327 

Arabian ..641350 

Avis-Janar—.08/51000 

Budget . ; ...604230 

Dc'as. 669970 

Dirani.660601 

Europcar.601350/80 

General Services.674100 

Gulf.. 660902 


Amman 
Crown. 

.7W1R1 

Philadelphia. 

....„ 663100 

Marriotl. 

.... 660100 

Regency . 

. 660000 


.665094 

InterContinental. 

. 641361 

Ambassador. 

. 665186 

Commodor . 

.665181 

Middle EasL. 

667150 

Grand Palace. 

. 661121 

Tyche ... 

.661114 

International. 

. 841712 

San Rock... 

. 813801 

Alia Gateway. 

.(08) 51000 

Amra . 

.... 815071 

Plaza . 

. 674111 

Aqnba 
Holiday Inti. 

..-.312426 


..314340 

Al-Cazar. 

.314131 

Coral Beach. 

......313521 

Aquamarina 1. 

.316250 

Aqaba. 

.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel. 

..*316636 




Emergencies 

Amman Govemorate..91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defcnco Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept..661 111 

Ambulance.193,775111 

Amman fire bridgadc.198 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence resuce..630341 

Police rescue. 621111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia AirporL.... (08) 53200 
RJ Right Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khalcdi M aternity.644281 /6 

Aklch Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas, J, Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital.667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

Italian- Al-Muhajreen..,. .777101 ft 
Al-Bashir, Ashraflch....775111/26 

Army, Marka,.891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital. 674155 

General 

Jordan Television..773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.. 661176 

Telephone Information..121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service.623101 


Museums 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4ih to 18th centuries).The Roman 
Theatre, Amman. Opening hours: 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. year round .Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 651760. 


i|Star 

Is Jordan's political, economic 
and cultural weakly 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


Algeria....213 

Argentina.54 

Buenos Airca 1 

Australia.. 61 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 ■ 

Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria..43 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain......— 973 

Belgium....-.32 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil .. 55 

■ RiodeJaheiro21 : 

Brazlllia 61.. ■ 

Bulgaria....;.,.;.;. 359 

Sofia 2 

Canada........'•.— I : 

Ottawa 613 

Chile........-«-■ 56 

Santiago 2 ■ 

Cyprus. 33 / 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia.... 42 

. Prague ^ 

Denmark ....*. ^ . 

' Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
. Copenhagen (Outer)2 ;■ ' . 

Ecuador,..;,,..--... . ■ 

Cairo2 ?• ’ --- 

. Dublin ! '. • 1 - . ; 

Cork21 ; : '* -ij 

Finland.......... 

France ” ■' 





Paris 1 

Germany W..49 

Bonn 288 

Greece.. 30 

Athens/Pirseus 1 ., : 

India. 91 

Banglore812 
New Delhi 11 
Bomb^22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1^3,'7, & 8 ; 


.357 


Indonesia M •• ■ Ml I■ »•••• ■•IlllWf ^ 

v" Jakarta21. .. . . 

'■ Italy.;... 39 

; Rome 6 • - 

Iraq.......-... 964 

Baghdad 1 • . .. ! - 

Japan. ...81 

Tokyo3 

Kenya..............-254 


..81 Peru...,. 


Amsterdam 20 
, Rotterdam 10 ■ 

North Yemen... 967 

A1 Bayda 6 
. ’ Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria.....,,;..,;. 234 

Lagos 1 

Norway........... 47 

Oslo 2 , ' 

Oman.............968 

Pakistan.-i... 92 

Karachi 21 
La|iore42 
Peshawar 521. .■ 
Rawalplndi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay.595 

Asuhcioti 54 - ■ »■ 


..42 


Nairobi 2 

Kuwait...............-.965 

Korea...........».}••• 82 

Seoul 2 

Libya...218 ; 

: .Tripoli 21 : i • : ■. 

’• Lebanon.. 1 ..,... 961 

Beirut 1: ,• " t 1 . 

'■ Malaysia.... 60 

4 ' - Kuala Lumpur3 .. 

; Mexico.!:,-.... 5? 

Mexico City 3 . \ . ^ '• 

Fez 6 ■ > / ,. 1 . 

r Rabat? ; ;• : 

Netherlands 4 '.. ■•i.mi. •»...■ .f.«. 3!,! < 


Lima 14 .> 

Philippines ...... 1 .. 

Manila 2 

Poland.... 

Warsaw 22:; • 

" Qatar..... 

Romania*.-..;.;....,......, 

, Bucharest 0' • 

Saudi Arabia 
.. Al-Khbbar'3 - - ' 

■ Al*M»dlna4 . 
Dammam-3' / 
Jeddah 2. 

: .Mecca2 
Riyadh i', 

Spain.-., 

Barcelona 3 ; 

Madrid l ; j : ;• 


...I. 974 - 

..40 


Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Jordan. Jabal Al- 
Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a jii - 5 p.m.). Closed Tucs- 
days.Tcl: 6387v5. 

Jordan Notlonsl Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by 19th century 
Orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Wclbdeh. Hours 10 a.m.- 5:00p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 630128. 


Churches 


St. Joseph Church: (Roman Calli 
otic) Jabal Amman,Tel. 624590 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal V/cibdch, 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Sail e Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal HusBcimTc]. 661757. 

Ter rasa net a Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Welbdch, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:3Q p.m. 
Tot. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Cliurfh of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox - Church: 
Ashrafich.Tel. 775261. 

1 St. Ephrlam Church: (Syriac 
Orthodox) Ashrafieh. Tel 771751. 

Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in 
Shmeisani. Tel. 827981. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Um As- 
SumniaqTol. 811295, 
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